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FORE-FOREWORD

You should know something: this whole book is the work of a churlish young man.

I wrote the original contents of 4 Brief History of Webcomics in 2006. I'm writing these words in 2014,
several e-pochs hence, and almost everything has changed: from how webcomics are made and monetized,
to the philosophies behind them, to the players involved. Even the word “webcomics” has fallen into disuse.
(They’re comics—I don’t know why we were all so eager to make everyone think they weren't.)

I still have the greatest respect for parody and satire. I don't know what it says about me that the first
thing I tried my hand at wasn't an original story, but a meta-gag strip built on the charred corpses of everyone
else’s hard work. Even the title is a side-eye at T Campbell’s seminal Hiszory! It seems like the kind of thing
you write as a lark after you've been around for years, and understand all the ins and outs of a genre. I have a
good eye for mimicry, but understanding comics? I did not.

One of the things that I love about parody is that, in order to execute it well, you have to truly know
your target. And many of those targets I do know and love. But it’s not very sporting to make fun of someone
else’s thing and not have the courtesy of writing something they can make fun of you dack with. I always said,
“I'd love it if someone poked at my work the same way I've poked at theirs!” But how are you supposed to mock
a self-mocking mockery? Looking back, there was such a defensiveness in Checkerboard Nightmare.

Come on, 2006 Kris. Christ.

These days I am doing much more original work in Broodhollow (and before that, Stars/ip). 1 do miss
Chex and company, and there’s some fun to be had in these pages, but I don’t think I agree much with my
past self’s viewpoints anymore. I upset a few very smart, very sensible people, and I regret it. Plus a lot of the
references in here are less a time capsule of eight years ago, and more a foméb.

So take it with an entire mine of salt—dark, dry, and silent. Like a tomb. Where it belongs.

Kris (né “Kristofer”) Straub
June 7, 2014



ANTI-FOREWORD

Hey guy! Maybe I should learn to be a mechanic, given how much time I spend under a bus.

We had it pretty good for five whole years, right? That’s a thing. That’s a rea/ thing. And then you go
and pull this “oh, bleah, I'm kinda embarrassed by Chex now” business. Who do you think you are, everybody
I know? I made you, son. I remember when you szarted doing webcomics. You had a day job back then, as a
programmer! I opened more doors for you than a malfunctioning door-opening machine! 1f it wasn’t for me, you'd
be hacking away at the hulls of digital ships amid a sea of Frenchmen!

And now youre gonna tell me to scram because I said some salty things about Ryan North? And
Penny Arcade? And Jeph Jacques?! Where are those losers now?!

... Oh. Oh wow. That’s real success in dollar form. That’s scram-you money.

(What is a Twitter? Does everyone have a Kickstarter? Is it too late for me to be interviewed for the documentary Stripped?)

Okay. Well, I get it—consider it goz. Back in the “D” (short for “day”), things were different. There was
a whole lot of cheating off each others’ papers. A lot of “why #hem and not me?” And a /ot of bile-filled blogging.
Comics mostly ran out of things called collectives that resembled weird hosting cults. Was there sex stuft at
night? Maybe.

Nobody knew the right way forward. But then everyone figured out there isn’# a right way forward.
There’s a zillion of them. And the only real lesson is that the people who made it to the top were just o0 dumb
to quit. They were just doing what they couldn’t live without doing, every day.

And that takes for-frigging-ever. Which is for saps.

Meanwhile, I'm working smarter, not harder. I just havent hit on the secret combination of words and
actions that will guarantee me my instant-yet-always fame and success.

Lately I've been trying a new tack: not making a webcomic anymore.

'That makes good sense, right? The gpposite sure didn’t work.

Checkerboard Irving Nightmare
June 7, 2014



PRE-FOREWORD

It 1s difficult not to write satire.
— Juvenal

Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders do generally discover everybody’s face but their own.
— Jonathan Swift

You can’t make up anything anymore. The world itself is a satire. All you’re doing is recording it.
— Art Buchwald

The satirist who writes nothing but satire should write but little — or it will seem that his satire springs
rather from his own caustic nature than from the sins of the world in which he lives.
— Anthony Trollope

There’s no sign of intelligent satire here, no sign of competence of any kind, just amateurish bile.
— Rob Balder, Partially Clips, on Kristofer Straub

All satire is riding the coat-tails of something that exists already, right?
— Phil Kahn, I'm Just Drinking Podcast, on Kristofer Straub

... A sub-par example of the fine art of satire and derision, the performance of which requires not only a
degree of skill with wordplay but also a piercing insight pertaining to the subject one wishes to address....
Such skill and insight were not in evidence.

— Conservative radio host Jasyn Jones on Kristofer Straub
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FOREWORD

When first approached to write a foreword for A Brief History of Webcomics, 1 salivated at the prospect. An
opportunity to introduce an audience to a thoroughly Modern subject, written by a professional introducer.

It is what I live for.

Webcomics are just like comic strips you can read in the newspaper, except that they appear on the Internet.
Sometimes they are collected in print editions, such as this one, but their chief currency is the pageview, the hit, the
number of kilotrons transferred across the cyberzone.

In the last four years, while newspapers have struggled against their online counterparts, online comic traffic
has increased by a factor of 349,485,804%. The amount of new content being generated every day on the Internet by
“web cartoonists,” if printed out, would reach the planet Ceres and back.

The Digital Age was characterized by the rise of the Internets, where man stared at the shimmering
effulgence of a monitor long into the night. But leaps in technology have freed us from our desks — Prometheus
bounds, unbound, like a gazelle. Antlers or antennas? One and the same in this, the Post-Digital Age.

Handheld devices have changed the way we entertain ourselves. Though the methods are still manual, Freud
would be astonished to find an object the size of his figurative cigar now streamed movies and music. Even the
language is the same: our very cultural essence is now delivered in binary. But then how is this a Posz-Digital Age?

Technology has broken the word “Digital” free from its old moorings. It’s lost its trademark. Analog gave
way to digital — something must come next. And that is the Post-Digital. But what is Post-Digital?

You're holding it in your hands — a marriage of the old, the new, the borrowed and the blue.

Checkerboard Nightmare is one of the few webcomics brave enough to cast itself under the magnifying glass.
Self-reflexive commentary delivered as light-hearted entertainment? It’s never been done before. Ever.

Post-Digitally, of course.

Lance Sharps
Editor-in-Chief, Modern Humor Authority
August 30,2006



A NIGHTMARE
IN REPOSE

A Webcomic Pioneer

Reflects on Five Years
by Isobel Rai Belpheger

LIKE SOME STRANGE
POST-MODERN HARLEQUIN DEITY,

the Checkerboard Nightmare sits uneasily in
the Bonaventure Hotel lobby in downtown Los
Angeles, trying to look casual as he leafs through
last November’s issue of Maxim. (Upon closer
inspection, it’s upside-down.)

With a jolt, Chex spots his interviewer, and his
look of anxiety-wracked terror gives way to a
grin so broad, the word “maniacal” would not be
out of place. “Hey buddy,” he calls out in a high-
pitched, yet peculiarly gravelly voice. He shakes
hands — a little too tightly, for a little too long.
“So, let’s fire up this wingding!”

It’s almost as if Chex isn’t standing in the room
at all, existing as an animated glossy 8x10 you
bought off eBay, pre-autographed, with the
dubious certificate of authenticity missing. Just
then he softens a little, and the edges of his smile
droop ever so slightly.
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The worried look returns. “I gotta say, just between you and me, I was about ready to wet my
pants. I hate waiting for interviews. Something about ‘em makes me sweat like a robot at a
rust factory.”

As this metaphor is considered, he adds hesitantly, “Because when a robot’s sweating, man/!
You know there’s some problems.” Indeed, and Nightmare should know — he constructed one
of his cast members from an imported robotics hobby kit. “Worth every... Japanese... I don’t
remember what currency I used. But it was worth every whatever.”

Checkerboard Nightmare began his professional career in the University of California at Los
Angeles college newspaper, the Daily Bruin. Although grateful for the break, he felt hindered
by the restriction of a single-panel format.

“I was doing Ziggy stuff, sight gag material. That’s all well and good if your audience is
like, eighty-thousand years old, but it was tough to push the ultra-envelope with an editor
breathing down your neck.”

He is quick to add, “not that eighty-thousand-year-olds are a bad demographic.”

Obscure Comics Monthly asked him about how the internet has expanded his horizons. “Well,
for one, we could never get away with the Vaporware-hates-mankind-and-chokes-Lyle gag in
aliberal college newspaper. That’s why I really appreciate the creative freedom of the internet.
Well, okay, it’s mostly that you can get merchandise done cheap as free.”

That first foray started in November 2000, and since, Checkerboard Nightmare has skewered
bleeding-edge cultural phenomena of all types: online comics, video games, film and television.
But Chex is quick to say it’s not parody. “I just... usually don’t have a lot of my own ideas.”

Now Chex is a man ready to reflect on five years in the business.

OCM. Describe your work in a few words.
CN. Huge mechs in real-time combat with dinosaurs, using bullet-time ninja magic. Oh, with
the latest in e-cyclic cross-generation taste placement metrics. Sometimes there’s nekkid
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chicks. But if I just had to use a few words, I'd say “masterful.”

Do you see yourself as some outspoken champion of webcomics?

Outspoken, underspoken, inspoken. I think some of those are words. To be honest, I don’t
know how I got saddled with that reputation. But I have a feeling it has to do with jealousy?
And childhood trauma.

Some would say you complain a lot about webcomic standards and conventions,
and that’s the source of your reputation. Do you think that’s true?

“Complain” has the word “play” in it. I think it’s a waste of time to just complain when you
could be complaining and working on some exploitative way out of it. So I would say there
are two kinds of people in the world: complainers, and comworkners.

Which do you see yourself as?
Whatever I said the latter one was. My mind is working on so many new, fresh ideas that I
already forgot it. And your name.

Is it all work, then?

Not all of it. My robot pal Vaporware is always around. And once or twice a month Lyle hangs
out on the weekend and we hit up Taco Inferno. I get a lot of thinking done there. Or a mirror
funhouse at a carnival — that’s very indicative of the kind of thing you have to do to really
make it in showbiz. Look at yourself in new ways, and constantly reinvent your image. Using
carnivals.

What about when there’s no carnival in town? Any other techniques?

Sure, the abandoned carnival near Redondo Beach. There’s a funhouse there too, but last
time I went a hobo offered me a Ziploc bag full of baby powder. What’s going on with that? I
guess he was trying to say I was acting like a baby. Everyone’s a critic.

What would you say to an aspiring comics character?
Read Checkerboard Nightmare.

As inspiration for their own work?
(long pause) What?

8



Aspiring characters should use you as a sort of template for their own careers?
Yes. I mean, no. People need to find their own way. My way is different, since, you know, it’s
mine. That one is mine. What I mean is, if you want to be inspired by my, you know, bold
successes, you can. But I would also say, to those more successful than me, that my being
inspired by them often involves elaborate homages. So there’s no need for legal threats. I'm
homaging you. That’s French for “allowed.”

Is it at all limiting to focus your work on the medium of internet comics and
“zines?”

Some would say yes, but see, I think there’s a lot of big things on the horizon for the interspace
and so forth. I'm not one of these types to, you know, naysay science. Science is a good thing.
I've worked with science.

Will webcomics essentially remain the domain of amateurs, semi-professionals,
and the self-published?

I think we’re on the verge of something big here. Webcomics are already going mainstream,
culturally. Take a look at Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim lineup. All that random, obscurist,
cut-and-paste humor had to come from somewhere. And think about this: Cartoon Network,
Checkerboard Nightmare. Same initials! What a scam!

What are you up to these days, now that your canonical strip has ended?

I'm all about keeping my options open. I was considering giving my movie rights to Platinum
Studios just so I could issue a press release that I'd been optioned. Oh, and I've been doing a lot
of reading. I have two subscriptions to Advertising Age. Gotta have a copy for the can!

Thanks for taking the time to talk to Obscure Comics Monthly, Chex.
Hey, the pleasure? It belonged... to me.

As Checkerboard Nightmare stands to leave, he extends his hand to shake once more, and asks:
“so when is this going to print? What’s your circulation?” 0CM



CHAPTER 1
THE BORING YEARS
(1996 — 2000)

Webcomics have always been here. Webcomics predate the dotcom crash, America
Online and CompuServe, the Information Superhighway itself. Webcomics are older
than either World War, the Civil, the one in 1812. Webcomics hang in the Guggenheim,
the Getty, and the Louvre. Webcomics were born when the first Aborigine spat dye upon
his outstretched hand on a cave wall. We are all part of Art. And Art is what makes us
human. Art is our soul.

— SexyFoxfur33, Yift City Psychic P1. Forums Moderator

It would be easy for the layperson to say that nothing interesting happened in the nascent period of webcomics,
as well as correct. Oddly enough, the web comic strip widely considered to be the first webcomic — David Farley’s
Doctor Fun — began well before this period, on September 24th, 1993. However it does not fall under the scope of
sequential art as defined by comics guru Scott McCloud, and therefore is not actually a webcomic. Discussion of
Doctor Fun will cease immediately. (Also it is not a real doctor.)

Perhaps it was a function of the relatively new environment of cyberspace, or perhaps it was related to the
type of mindset that appears in people drawn to put comics on the web in the first place, but early webcomics all had
one thing in common: ultra-complicated storylines.

The distinction of actual first webcomic would fall to the space parody romp Melonpool by Steve Troop.
Melonpool teatured a crew of pint-sized aliens in a spaceship shaped like a duck, who, having learned all they needed
about Earth via old TV signals, wound up shipwrecked on Earth. Troop’s smooth art style and zingy punchlines
drew readers in, as its reams of impenetrable time travel punched them in the face when they got there.
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Close contender for the “Got Here First, Guys”title is Chris Morrison’s gaming strip Polymer City Chronicles,
revolving around a scientist, his mammoth-breasted, hugely-muscled girl Friday, a mammoth-breasted, hugely-
muscled girl adventurer, and a mammoth-breasted, hugely-muscled breast with muscles. And a dragon.

Pete Abram’s Siuggy Freelance began in August of 1997 as a series of parodic one-ofls, then quickly gained its
own following. The full plot synopsis for the first year requires more words than exist in the English language. (Later
years would herald the arrival of the impossibly confusing storyline “Oceans Alive IV: The Mekriox Perjorative” and
its sequel, whose name is unprintable due to the inability of printer ink to assume the shape of the letters and words
init.

Rounding out the early adopters is the webcomic User Friendly, by creator Illiad. Popular among the tech
crowd, the strip has taken flak for its primitive art and deep, observational humor related to operating system use,
but much of it remains unfounded — the observational humor is not particularly deep, for example.

1998 brought a new breed to the playing field, in the same way dadaism arose after World War I. The
climate online was ready for change, ready to trudge out of the enjoyable dungeon crawls of complicated storylines,
and into the light of carefree, sunny-day comics where one character stabs the other one in the last panel. The year
would be responsible for the birth of two webcomic giants, along with movies Armageddon and Lethal Weapon 4. So
don’t go all thanking 1998 or anything. It knows what it did.

Scott Kurtz emerged from the relative obscurity of Ultima Online fancomic Samwise, to arrive at the slightly
less obscure Player vs. Player. From the very beginning, Kurtz was known for his crowd-drawing savvy and ability to
start flame wars (which were later revealed to be the same skillset). PoP was a very different animal from Melonspool,
Slugger Freefall and User Friends, eschewing complex stories for more simply structured gags.

Eschewing more simply structured gags, Penny Arcade slipped from the birth canal in November 1998,
drenched in Jerry “Tycho” Holkins and Mike “Gabe” Krahulik’s amniotic fluid. The (again) video game comic strip
was actually a subtle satire of the gaming industry that, in 1998, did not require reading four goddamn pages of
words like “eschatological.”

'The number of webcomics increased exponentially in the years following — so much so that it would be a
waste of space to list all of them, much like it is a waste of time to read most of them. (The author humbly leaves any
minutia-extruding to the basement-dwelling Wikipedia crowd.) However it is important to note that, in 2000, the
stage was more than set for webcomics to become the earth-shattering, mind-breaking force they would become in
a few short years.

Decades, really, but who'’s counting?
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE _ by Kristofer Straub

I'M GONNA
START MY OWN
ONLINE COMIC, WITH
FOUR. PANELS.

I'M GONNA
START MY OWN
ONLINE COMIC.

I'M GONNA START MY
OWN ONLINE COMIC, WITH
FOUR PANELS, AND THE
CHARACTERS WON'T MOVE
UNTIL THE LAST PANEL,
LIKE ALL OTHER ONLINE

!’
A b

TO SET A TREND.

[N

!

© 2000 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

-

This strip started it all. In my webcomic infancy, I believed I had
spotted some trend of laziness among webcomics, in that the art
was recycled panel to panel.

RD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

I'VE GOT MARKETABILIT'Y ON MY
— " EARLY MARKET RESEARCH
S TS KEY TO PHASE ONE. SHOWS THE HOLIDAY SEASON AS MY

WE INTRODUCE THE CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE MYTHOS TO THE PURLIC BEST CHANCE FOR A PRODUCT TIE-IN,

FOLLOWED MMEDIATELY &4 A VIRAL
e MARKETING SCHEME OVER. THE FIRST
N\_T10 WEEKS OF THE NEw YEAR

TN
IF WE PULL IT OFF, MY
COMIC STRIPS SHOULD BE
A HUGE HIT BY MID-
FEBRUARM (

--.WHAT, RIGHT
NOow?

© 2000 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

Sooner rather than later, I would stop making fun of that
mechanism and embrace it wholeheartedly.




CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WE NEEDED A
NEw CAST MEMBER
BESIDES ‘YfOU AND
ME, SO | BUILT ONE.
LYLE, SAY HELLO

© 2000 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com © 2000 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

Vaporware was incredibly anemic-looking when I started the strip.
An early sketch of him shows that I had intended him to have a
unicycular wheel instead of legs.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

HOW'S THE
RESEARCH COMING?

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THIEVES! |I'M SURROUNDED BY
THEM! RIPPING OFF MY STYLE, MY
CHARACTER DESIGN, MY PACING!
IT'S INTOLERABLE! CAN'T YOU
HACKS THINK OF ANYTHING
ORIGINAL?! IT'S GETTING
RIDICULOUS!

EVER'YWHERE 10U LOOK,
SOMEONE'S DRAWING A NEW

© 2000 Kristofer Straub

IT'S TIME TO WORK THE
WORD “ASS" INTO YOUR
VOCABULARM?

IN ANY CASE, I'M
INCENSED, AND I'M
NOT LEAVING UNTIL |
GET AN APOLOG'.

< =
/" PSST. THOSE COMICS
| WERE AROUND LOI

N BEFORE YOU. /

PRINCIPLE OF
THE THING.

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2000 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

The strip that spawned this one was Greystone Inn by Brad Guigar.
In my hubris, I actually believed I had come up with the first self-
reflexive webcomic! I later found out they all were. Like a plague.



RIGHT NOw,
CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

RUNS THREE TIMES A WEEK.
SOME OF YOU MAY BE SAYING,
"GREAT, BUT SOMETHING LIKE
COOL CAT STUDIO OR MEGA-
TOKMYO RUNS TWICE A DAY,
IN COLOR!"

RD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THE DIFFERENCE IS

OFTEN, BUT YOU CAN BET
YOU'RE GETTING YOUR WAIT'S
WORTH! AND IT'S MUCH MORE
REWARDING IN CLASSIC BLACK
AND WHITE! WE'RE ABOUT
QUALITY!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

YOU SEE, KIPS, SOMETIMES
STRIPS GET RETOOLEDP. THE
SCHEDULE MIGHT CHANGE, OR THE
HUMOR, OR THE ART. WITHOUT THIS
CHANGE, MANY STRIPS WOULP
CHOKE ON THEIR ESTABLISHED
NORMS.

YoUu GOING TO
EXPLAIN THIS?

@

IN FACT, WE'VE
TOYED WITH THE IDEA OF
IMPROVING THIS STRIP'S
QUALITY BY MAKING IT ONL'YY
TWICE WEEKLY, OR PERHAPS A
BI-MONTHLY THING. AND SCALING
BACK ON COMPLEXITY wiLL
ALSO INCREASE
QUALITY!

.L@

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE:
DEDICATED TO QUALITY!
SEE YOU IN OCTOBER.

Apologies to Scott Kurtz and www.pvponline.com.

DID SOMEBODY SAY
"CHOKE LYLE UNTIL HE
TURNS BLUE?"

THE SARCASTIC THING
| WAS SUPPOSEP
TO SAY.

DOES IT
MATTER?

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

I don't really see Lyle as having a big nose, it was just a contrast with
Chex’s “Brent Classic.”
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| WAS RESPONDING TO
SOME OF MY FAN MAIL... ONE
FELLOW SAID THAT THE WAY |
PROMOTE MY STRIP IS "AKIN
TO THE WORLD'S OLDEST
PROFESSION.”

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| 60T A QUESTION
FOR. YOU IF YOU PROMISE
NOT TO INJURE ME.

WELL, | KNOW OF
YOUR. STRENGTH, BUT WHAT
ELSE CAN fOU DO?

AND IT'S A
REAL HONOR, BUT YOU
KNOw, | HAD NO IDEA
ONLINE COMICS WERE

THAT OLD.

LET'S SEE, I'VE GOT THE MIND OF
EIGHT PARALLEL CRAYY MAINFRAMES,
SO I'M GOOD WITH NUMBERS, AND I'M

MADE OF A TITANIUM-VANADIUM ALLOY
AND CAN WITHSTAND PRESSURES
UPWARDS OF 7S ATMOSPHERES.

OH, AND IF YOU PUSH THE BUTTON
ON M BACK, | PEE COFFEE.

YOU WON'T BE
LAUGHING WHEN
YOU'RE DRINKING THE
BEST COFFEE YYOU'VE
EVER TASTED.

14
o W

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com



DID YOU THANK

NICE FOR 'EM.

ALTHOUGH | THINK
GRATITUDE IS PASSE,
I'VE 6GOT VAPORWARE
MAKING SOMETHING

~1

The metal...
so cold...

\

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

BOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

HEY, I'M THINKING

OF WRITING A FOLLOW-UP

TO THE EARLY 'Q0S SCOTT

BAIO VEHICLE "ZAPPED" AND
ITS LESSER-KNOWN MADE-

FOR-TV SEQUEL "ZAPPED

AGAIN."

ONCE YYOU GU'S
START THINKING
LIKE ROBOTS,
YOU'LL QUIT
COMPLAINING
ABOUT THE
SHORTCOMINGS

www.nightlightpress.com

| THINK I'VE JUST
WITNESSED A NEW AND

WONDERFUL LAW OF
PHYSICS.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com
This comic was some kind of a benchmark in Checkerboard
Nightmare. Some stride had been hit. Somezhing was happening.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

I'VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT THE NATURE OF
THE SELF-AWARE COMIC
STRIP LATELY.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| HAVE TO INCREASE
VISIBILITYY TO CONSOLIDATE
MY PROFIT BASE.

| LIKE VAPORWARE,
BUT HONESTLM? HE'S A
UITTLE CALCULATING. |
NEED A QUICK-AND-DIRT\
PROMOTIONAL SCHEME

THE BEGINNING.

| THINK I'VE
BEEN GIVING MY
DERS

A=)
(-
it

NEXT: THE PATHETIC IDEA/ |

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHO ARE
HEATHROW
AND SMACKY,
ANYWAY?

The Thoroughly Amusing Misadventures,of
) S ?o

THEY'RE IN A NEW

IS THAT HAIR OF THE
DPOG6 THAT BIT Youz

FROM THE TASTE OF IT,
MORE LIKE THE DOG
THAT MADE A MESS
ON my rus!

SO I'LL BE
APPEARING IN... A NUMBER
OF THEIR STRIPS. INCREASED
READERSHIP FOR. THEM,
INCREASED EXPOSURE
FOR ME!

IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, THEN
GET OUT OF MY BAR!

SECOND DELAY.
HA! WE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN BETTER

THAN TO COME TO CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE'S WACKY ESTABLISHMENT!

)~ YOU DON'T THINK
THEOIZE'S A DANGER OF
VEREXPOSURE?

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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The Thoroughly Amusing Misadventures,of i
HEATHROW CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

\SMACKY, by Kristofer Straub
HELLO, HEATHROW!

NO, NO, IT DIDN'T
SOUND LIKE SHE WAS UPSET
AT CHEX'S APPEARING IN
HEATHROW AND SMACKY
OR. ANYTHING.

HELLO, SMACKY/ | HEAR

I FULLY ENDORSE
HEATHROW AND
SMACKY!

VES, | HEAR vou’wh

VISITIN

| THINK THESE TWO ARE BOUND
TO 60 FAR, OR MY NAME ISN'T
CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE!

THAT'S ODD. HEY,
CHECK THIS OUT.

STUFF WHILE HE'S DISTUREING.

RBEEN GONE?
? YUP. IT'S A PRESS NOT AS DISTURBING
AN MOADVENTIRES G KIT HE'S GEEN A5 THE. PRESS KIT
R PUTTING TOGETHER. 1 FOUND UNDER. HIS
HEATHROW AND SMACKY | FOUND IT BEHIND MATTRESS.
ALREADY IN PROGRESS! THE TOILET TANK. y

BRINGING HER FLOWERSZ
ST . TREY

YES, BUT THE THING

YOU BUYS ARE THE
GREATEST! FANTASTIC!

PECIA RBOARD ARE ERO PROARD AR © 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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VAPORWARE !
HOW HAVE YOU

BEEN? IS CHEX

AROUND? A
| HAVEN'T SEEN HIM IN A
LONG WHILE. HE'S STILL
DOING CAMEOS IN THE
NEW STRIP FROM ‘YOUR

PUBLISHER. AGAIN.

®

&
( )

UH, HEATHROW
AND SMACKY? THAT
NEO-VAUDEVILLE...

HACKY... HMMM.

P
HELLO! VAPORWARE. S 112

AND HELLO
TO —= UH-OH,

IT WAS THAT CHECKERBOARPD
FELLOW'S DOING! HE CONVINCED US HIS
BUIDANCE AND RETOOLING OF OUR
STRIP WOULD BENEFIT US BOTH, BUT WE
HAVEN'T MANAGED TO BGET OUT A
SINGLE PUNCHLINE \N WEEKS! SO
WE LET HIM HAVE IT TO HIMSELF/

HEATHROW
AND WHAT?

| DECIDED I'D COME
OVER. AND TELL YOU

IN PERSON

INCOMING
LAWSUITS

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

I like the idea that Lyle is just poised and waiting. Like that’s
probably all the desk he needs to do his job.

ABOUT YOU BEING
CARRIED BY MY
PUBLISHER ?

LOOKS LIKE CHEX IS
ABOUT TO HAVE HIS
"EVES" POTTED!

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

THAT'S OUR HEATHROW!

STOP THAT/!

www.nightlightpress.com

I hate webcomic collections that have commentary for the sake of
commentary. Everything breaks down into “I liked this one, I liked

this one.” Anyway, I like this one.
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The Thoroughly Amusing Misadventures,of

The Thoroughly Amusing Misadventures
H

of
ATEROW | | prouply PRESENTS.
OE ‘

um...

The Thoroughly Amusing Misadventuresof
EATHRO

1 / PROUDLY PRESENTS..

HELLO! I'M THE NARRATOR, AND WELCOME TO ANOTHER
ADVENTURE OF HEATHROW AND SMACKY!
UNFORTUNATELY, THEY COULDN'T BE WITH LS AS THEY ARE
ON VACATION! 6OOPBYE! STOP LOOKING!

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU'RE NOT PRESSING
CHARGES. I'M HIS LAWYER
AND I'D SURE AS HELL
PRESS CHARGES.

| STILL NEED TO TALK
WITH MY MANAGER ABOUT
THIS WHOLE THING...

TEACH HIM A
LESSON? WHY

N

WHY NOT

BE DOT EX
MACHINA?

MAYBE I'M HOPING HE'LL
LEARN ON HIS OWN, WITHOUT
HAVING TO BE BROKEN BY
THIS INDUSTRY FIRST.

IN COLLEGE. HE WAS
A BRIGHT COMIC STRIP
CHARACTER. HE STILL HAS
LOTS OF POTENTIAL, HE
JUST HAS THE MECHANICS
WRONG, | GUESS. IF fOU
KNEW WHAT HE WAS LIKE

SO SHE'S SAYING WE
WERE LOVERS? | DON'T
REMEMBER THAT AT ALL.
YEAH, PROBABLY.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub
A SHOCK IN
TODAY'S PAPER/

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR

r Straub
CHEX, MR. CASHWELL
HAD A TALK WITH ME A FEW
DAYS AGO. YOU SEE, MY COMPANY
15... LOSING READERSHIP BECAUSE...
CRITICS ARE SAYING MY STRIP ISN'T
WHAT IT USED TO BE? SIGNING ON
HEATHROW AND SMACKY WILL GIVE MY
PUBLISHER. SOME CREDIBILITY AGAIN,

WHILE KEEPING YOUR. LIE A

SECRET.

CONFRONTING DOT...
ACKPTH! POLKADOT

AND DESTINY/
DREAM'S PUBLISHER CLAIMED
THE RIGHTS TO IT AFTER ALL,

ALL,
WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING ME!

HEATHROW AND WHATEVER?
AND WHY WAS I TOTALLY

r CRUEL IRONY! M1 BID ‘
TO CAMEO IN ANOTHER STRIP IN
ORDER. TO VALIDATE MYSELF ONLY
SUCCEEDED IN VALIDATING THEM!
WORST OF ALL, | GET NOTHING!
IT'S SO IRONIC, IT MAKES ME SICK!
FATE, YOU CANTANI
PERVERT!

HEY, NO ONE'S
FORCING 1OU
TO READ CATHY.

YOU CAD! CAN
| USE THAT?

-
vad

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

| NEXT: THE CONCLUSION!
www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com
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—
IT DOESN'T

EACH DAY I'M GIVEN A
CHANCE TO BRING IN NEW
READERS! TO MAKE MY
AUDIENCE GROW!

TAKE LONG FOR THEM TO

MUST... DO SOMETHING...
THEY'LL REMEMBER...

DECIDE IF THEY LIKE ME OR
NOT, THEN THEY MOVE ON!

WHAT IS ALL THAT
WHITE, ANYWAY?

ENOUGH TO

TIME... RUNNING
OUT... I'M BLANKING!
I'M BLANKING!!

| 6OT ITI DO |
STILL HAVE TIME FOR
A PUNCHLINE?

© 2001 Kristofer Straub
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NO.

OH, RIGHT, AND
THAT THE FOG IS
THERE TO HIDE
THAT THING.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

Consider how, after this strip, you are forced to picture that creature
behind the fog of ewvery other strip in existence!



istofer Straub

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE b

ofer Straub

AND DO YOU

IF SOMEONE'S
GETTING SUED, IT AIN‘T
ME! FOLKS, GET READY

TO MEET YYOUR FAVORITE
COMIC STRIP CHaR —

| DON'T LIKE TO
ANNOUNCE BIG SURPRISE
CAMEOS IN ADVANCE, BUT
THIS ONE IS HUGE!

SO FOR THE
NEXT FEW DAYS,
I'M ONLYY DOING
TAX RETURNS.

OKAY, BUT THE
LAWSUIT STRIPS ARE
KINDA STALE.

o\
FINE. SISSY N \J
GET LOST.

MAN, LOOK AT
TODAY'S BOOMSLANG COMIC
STRIP. IT'S MISERABLE! I'M
NOT LAUGHING !

THINK TOMORROW'S WILL
BE ANY BETTER? THE ANSWER
IS A RESOUNDING "PROBABL\Y
NOT!{” ONLINE COMICS ARE TOO

ACKPTH! CURSE
YOU! HE'S PEEING
RIGHT ON MY GIANT
CHEVROLET LOGO!

IT'S TRULY AN HONOR.(

SO, WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN

UP TO SINCE YOUR STRIP
ENDED?

N\

/ SOME WOULD ARGUE
4OU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR,
BUT WHAT ABOUT THE READERS' TIME
SPENT READING THE STRIP, AND THEIR
EFFORTS TO UNDERSTAND T2 ISN'T
THAT PAYMENT ENOUGH? COMICS
OWE READERS CONSISTENT

/]
Wz

Al

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

The character below frame, is, of course, the dustball from User
Friendly.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

WELL, | MEAN, TODAY'S
CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE
ISN'T SO GREAT EITHER.

www.nightlightpress.com
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CH

RBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHY DON'T
ANY OF MY IDEAS
EVER WORK?

YOU KNOw, GENIUS IS
NEVER UNDERSTOOD IN
ITS OWN TIME.

YOU'RE PLACING
QUITE A BURDEN ON
FUTURE GENERATIONS.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

BAH, YOU ALWA'S
TRY TO CODDLE THE

OH LOOK, A GIANT
PENCIL SIGNIFYING THE
CARTOONIST! LOOK HOW
BIG IT IS/

AND NOW IT'S DRAWING
LYLE! JUST AS IT HAD DRAWN
ME MOMENTS AGO, I'M SURE! BUT
DO | INTERACT WITH THIS LEAD-

FILLED, WOODEN GOD, OR SAVE
IT FOR THE LAST PANEL AS
A SIGHT GAG?

HELLO! | AM

FROM ABOVE!

SYMBOLIZED BY A
WORD BALLOON

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

Forget what I said about strides. Here’s the stride. I was sick of the
device of self-insertion in self-aware webcomics. Why couldn’t the

cartoonist just stay out of it?



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHAT, YOU DON'T
LIKE IT WHEN | SHOW
UP IN YOUR STRIP
TO GRANDSTAND?

%

AND HOW CAN THAT
PENCIL BE ANY MORE
NON-CARTOONISH
THAN ME OR AN'YONE
IN THIS STRIP? IT'S

%

\

JUST BECAUSE ‘YTOU'RE

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

NO MORE MR. NICE

VAPORWARE/!

HAVEN'T DRAWN MYSELF
INTO THE STRIP YET,
-

STILL TWO-
DIMENSIONAL.

»

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

VIBRANT COLOR. AMID

BLACK AND WHITE? I'M A

WACKYY ONE ALL RIGHT!
AND SINGLE!

.nightlightpress.com

Worst of all is when the cartoonist fluffs himself up and makes
himself sound all cool and all-knowing. It’s just awful, and it was

rampant!

ONCE I'M FINISHED HERE, I'LL
MOVE ON TO OTHER STRIPS
AND REBUILD THEIR FOURTH
WALLS. IT'S TIME TO STOP
TAKING THE EASYY WAY OUT.

YOU FIEND!
YOU'LL RUIN

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

YOU SURE YYOU DON'T
HAVE AN EMERGENCY SHUTOFF
SWITCH SOMEWHERE?

THERE'S ONLY ONE
BUTTON THAT SAYS
"ACTIVATE CHOKING DEVICE
| INSTALLED AROUND L\LE'S
NECK AS HE SLEPT LAST
NIGHT."

READERS, | BESEECH
YOU! ONLY YOU CAN HELP
ME STOP VAPORWARE!

DLI

L1
L1

I

[ —

]

I'M DOING THIS FOR ‘YOUR
OWN 6GOOD. BESIDES, I'M
SOLID METAL AND STRONG
AS A THOUSAND GORILLAS.

Y

FOLKS, YOU CAN'T LET
ME DESCEND INTO THE BOWELS
OF STANDARD SITUATIONAL HUMOR!
IT'S SO... SUBSTANDARD! ALL ‘fOU
HAVE TO DO IS CLAP, IF YOU
REALL\Y BELIEVE!

THAT SOUNDS
LIKE A TRICK.

FOR ROBOTS?

DON'T YOU REMEMBER
ISAAC ASIMOV'S RULES

TO UE TO THEIR HUMAN
MASTERS AND ALL
THAT?

*ORLK*

YES, THE
BULL$#3@
ONES.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub
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THAT'S IT! CLAP!
IT'S WORKING! LOUDER!
WE GOT HIM ON THE
RUN! ANNND...

SORRY, IT DOESN'T
WORK THAT WAY.

WORKS? THEY'RE JUST
NOT CLAPPING HARD
ENOUGH. THANKS A LOT,
"DEAR READERS."

|
C_1C ] ) C_1
I 1C_ | U
I | | | [
C JCJC JC 1C J e
N | N | N | S | | N
I | | | | I | 1 Y |

NEXT: CHEX'S LAST RESORT,
SINCE YOU ALL FAILED HIM/

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com
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LISTEN, CHEX, YOU'RE MY VAPORWARE, | CAN'T

CREATOR, AND IT'S HARD FOR STOP YOU WITH FORCE AND I'M

ME TO SEE YOU UNHAPPY. BUT NOT MUCH OF A NEGOTIATOR. I'M

ONCE | FINISH THE WALL AND MORE OF A SAVANT, REALL\. SORT

Los CH OF AN ENTREPRENEURIAL SAVANT.

WELL, WE'LL GET INTO THAT
LATER.

NG
HUMOR. AND HELPING NEEDY
FAMILIES, PROBABLY.

IF YOU DON'T STOP
REBUILDING THAT WALL, | HAVE
NO CHOICE BUT TO HAVE THEM

YES, BUT
EACH PANEL wiLL
LOOK GREAT ON A
T-SHIRT!
WWW. Nig] Ss.com

© 2001 Kris

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THE BATTLE FOR SELF-AWARE
HUMOR BEGINS Now/!

Brent and Francis from PoP by Scott Kurtz; Nick Yu from Bad
Boys of Computer Science; the I'T Ninjas from Barry T. Smith’s Angsz
Technology.
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MEXT: THE THRILLING FINISH TO
THESE UMRELATED FIGHT SCENES/

'The guys from Residence Life by Dana Kelly; Real Life Comics by
Greg Dean; Bandwagon Comics by Simon Fox; and Framed!!! by
Damonk, another self-aware metafest.

30

Totally. I'm
getting the robo-shaft
over here.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

Roy-Bot from Gamer Hotties by Michael Buonauro and Jeft Lofvers.
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CAN'T YOU SEE
AT
HE |I>|CDA?-‘r'TT%ﬁEU EERVE OF UIMITATIONS? MAYRE IT'LL BE SLOW
SELF-AWARE HUMOR. 1S GOING AT FIRST, BUT WON'T IT BE

OVER. THE FOURTH WALL WORTH IT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
1S HERE TO STAY. YOURSELF? IT'S EASY TO GRIND OUT
A FEW SELF-AWARE STRIPS, BUT THAT
YOU'RE LOOKING  SHOULDN'T BE THE MEASUREMENT OF
AT ALL THIS THE SUCCESS. THAT SHOULD COME
WRONG WAY. /) FROM INSIDE. PERHAPS
YOU'LL LEARN THAT.

ANYWAY,

THIS STRIP NOW HAS
LEVITYGUARD™ INSTALLED! IF
A PUNCHLINE IS TOO EXPLICITLY
HILARIOUS, THE READER

MY VACATION
TIME CARRIES OVER

THAT'S IT FOR THIS
STORMLINE, FOLKS! BE
BACK HERE NEXT STRIP
FOR. MORE CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE! AND PLEASE
CLICK ON A FEW ADS.

WE ALL WILL. AND IF
YOU THINK OF IT LIKE
THAT, THIS MIGHT BE
THE BEST THING THAT
HAPPENED TO COMICS.

HAVE THERE BEEN

PROBLEMS WITH PEOPLE GETTING
< INJURED OR. OFFENDED, OR IS THIS >
JUST YOU AVOIDING WRITING
SOLID PUNCHLINES?

This punchline was
determined to be too
well-executed and has

been blocked by
LevityGuard. Contact
your strip administrator.
MAYBE YYOU'RE RIGHT. i
. MAYBE WE'LL MAKE IT... GOOD NIGHT,
N IR TOGETHER! EVERYRODM !
© 2001 Kristofer Straum www.nightlightpress.com © 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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Mix.

==

GREAT CAESAR'S
GHOST! THE HUNDREDTH
STRIP IS JUST AROUND THE
CORNER/! THIS IS THE TIME
TO STRIKE!

NOT STAND BY WHILE |
POTENTIALLY LOSE OUT
ON NEW READERS! | wiLL
NOT REST UNTIL EVERY
ASS IN THIS TOWN HAS

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

recording industry
association of america

"hey, that's our money!"

WITH MY OWN.

ENTER THIS
INGENIOUS DEVICE
I'VE BEEN WORKING

ON...

www.nightlightpress.com

Here is another popular strip, inexplicably found colored in in my
archives. So enjoy it in beautiful grayscale!

32
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Pm From an old

3 d \ 4 ] L H b} 1 N
viceo came! Just
naste me into a
webd comic, and
m a mine Full of
N 1 G H T M A R E

shiny colal

IN AN EFFORT TO
MAKE MY COMIC MORE
ACCESSIBLE, I'VE DEVELOPED
AN INVERTIBLE LOGO FOR
ASTRONAUTS AND PEOPLE
LIVING IN CHINA.

THE REST
OF THE WHAT
NOow?

FUN THEY HAD WITH YOU IN
THE FORMATIVE YEARS THEY
NEVER OUTGREW, AND IT'S

rire sworag!l

N

YOUR BRAND THAT KEEPS STR +21 4,Uus1
THEM COMING BACK, NOT CHP until
{YOUR. HUMOR.! next levell
Crono!
/2 v I'm like a L
/ cicarettel A WARM WELCOME TO
- ALL OUR NEW READERS/!

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com © 2001 Kristofer Straub

I worked this out on a Post-It note. It’s called an ambigram. For
some other great examples, Google John Langdon or Kevin Pease.
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The hell is this?
| thought you
said no more
caming comics!

it ¥

| This is Foolproof! At
Now we’re irresist-
ible to the old
school caming
aemooranhicl

And how big IS this
new demooranhic?

orobaoly!
It’s a sure

dammit, | never
really uncerstooc
this narrative
Form. Vanorware,
choke Lyle and
make it Funny.

auess it’s
time to... cet...
journey... magic...

Hes, I'll choke
him using my

short, nubby,
immobile arms.

www.nightlightpress.com
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B ©But we’'ve got color?

% A backoround! An
established mythos
| stole From a came
aeveloner!

Dkay, let’s oo
knifFe some
celatinous

Wihat came is
this even

supposed to
BLC, anyway?

i EE
|| Hou know, each day ru-«l!
you continue this } |
charade, you lose
a bit more of your
ACTUAL Fan basel

Um... it’s a little-known
Jananese import.. it's
called "Legend Sreath
of Checkerboard: Lealf
of Cternal Milky
Snecial.” It’s bio there.
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What on EARTH was |
thinking?! These
Freakin’ video came
comics oet less
traffic than a toll
road to an ELO
reunion concertl!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

¥snicker* How
oo the §-bit
theatrics?

Hou acain??
rReturninc to
mock me after
your cruel
aecention?!

Sorite comics Fill a niche
in the web comics world.
They’re made by came
nlayers, rOr came players,
not a mainstream audience.
There are a lot more subtle-
ties and nuances to these
*amateurish” comics than
most neonle can see on the
nixelated surface. | just
wanted you to learn that.

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

WOW... THAT'S
A REAL HARD-LUCK STOR'.
AND | KNOW YOU'RE TRYING TO
DISCOURAGE ME, BUT SOMEHOW
| FEEL — WHAT'S AN AWKWARD

YOU MADE IT AND LOST IT ALL
DOESN'T MEAN IT WASN'T WORTH
THE TRIP... AND YOU CAN'T STOP

BELIEVING IN SECOND CHANCES!

THAT'S WHAT STARDOM IS
ALL ABOUT!

o0

SN—

.. nlease let me
o real comics
with you.

BESIDES... EVEN IF YOU

MANAGED TO GET ME OFF THIS FAME

KICK, THERE'S A HUNDRED MORE JUST

LIKE ME, WAITING FOR A SHOT. IT'S IN

MY BLOOD. IT'S IN YfOURS, TOO. MAYBE

THAT'S WHAT'S HURTING YOU /1
THE MOST.

LEAVE THE
BOTTLE.

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2001 Kristofer Straub
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CHAPTER 2

THE SEVEN SWORDSMEN
OF ONLINE COMICS

(2001 — 20xx)

While it would be easy to list only the successful webcomic creators and append some meaningless numerical
appellation, there is a more potent group of cartoonists that hold the true future to webcomics in their hands. These
creators I call the Seven Swordsmen, because they all have contributed immeasurably to the culture of webcomics,
they’re all men, and they have swords.

Scott McCloud: The Dreamer

'The name may be unfamiliar to comic novices, but McCloud has been buckling swashes since 1984. But he’s
best known in webcomic circles for his books Understanding Comics, Reinventing Comics, and Making Comics, which
let everyone know it was okay if you couldn’t draw or write, as long as your page formatting was confusing, and that
someday youd be receiving 0.0001 cent from every living thing on the face of the Earth.

Scott Kurtz: The Fart Joke Guy Who Won a Goddamn Eisner

Armed with an arsenal of pens, dreams, and jokes cribbed from TV’s Night Court, Kurtz rode the dotcom
boom, parlaying previous simple gags for gamers into a new strip, Player vs. Player, or PvP in 1998.

PoP brought a measure of warmth and depth to online comics, quickly finding its audience in Penny Arcade
overflow readers who felt their use of the F-word was gratuitous. Today PoP has evolved into something much more
than a gaming comic strip about fart jokes, the sole evidence of which is a 2006 Eisner award.

Jerry Holkins and Mike Krahulik: The Whores
1998’s Penny Arcade was a simple three-paneler with jokes about Duke Nukem and John Romero’s hair.
36



2006s Penny Arcade is a war-scarred, tank-treaded video game industry juggernaut that is about to swallow the west
coast.

With the guiding principle of “look at a big pile of money every day,” Holkins and Krahulik have quietly
built an empire by becoming a rallying point for gamers everywhere. Others have endlessly tried to emulate their
“mention game news in the first panel, then non sequiturs in the last two” style, but all fall far short of Krahulik’s
fluid art and Holkins’ colloidal writing.

Joe Zabel: The Neo-Post-Reformalist

“If you can’t write a webcomic, then write about webcomics.” While that seems to be the clarion call of so
many amateur reviewers and critiquers, Zabel and the Webcomics Examiner avoided the pitfalls of such associations,
proving that critical interpretation is more crucial to a work than artist intent, to the extent that art is actually
produced 4y criticism. Or maybe that wasn't it; I couldn’t make it past the third paragraph.

Fred Gallagher: The Shoegazer

Megatokyo remains the greatest, most influential, most groundbreaking webcomic that no one you know
actually reads. Following — and in some cases defining — the strong doujinshi tradition, Megatokyo’s plot has only
progressed three hours in six years. The strip is now printed by DC Comics’ CMX Manga imprint, along with thirty

other mangas which, were the covers removed from the books, would be indistinguishable.

Ryan North: The Gatecrasher

Bled from the same vein that brought us Nethack and Pokey the Penguin, North’s MSPaintified, utterly
static Dinosaur Comics broadened the definition of webcomics to include things that aren’t comics. Deftly combining
exposition, soliloquys, expository soliloquys, and soliloquistic exposition, North has turned Mac clip art into a cottage
industry. He also wrote some RSS search thing or whatever.

R. Stevens: The Tastemaker

Diesel Sweeties is a strip about a robot, an ex-porn star, and a rocker who rocks out. The shrewd Stevens has
spun a generation.com-savvy strip into a massive hit, whose audience is so fresh that they've never even heard the
insipid newsbyte term “generation.com.” Rumor has it that an angry Stevens once punched the world so hard, it
rained on the sun.
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These seven figures are poised to actively define, or continue their active definition, of webcomics well into
the next half-decade. But there were some that didn't quite make the cut. Here then are the Honorable Mentions.

R. K. Milholland: The Storyteller. Milholland’s Something Positive is an example of a story told so well, no
one minds that it’s the same story every time. His spare linework and crushing character moments, often evoked by
one or two mere words, are made even more special in that they indicate a respite from the strenuously over-verbose,
chest-deep dialogue slog the strip usually presents.

Dumbrella: The Clothier. Though not usually considered a single person, the webcomics supercollective
Dumbrella has positioned itself as an internet pop culture magnate. Their iron rule is exercised by thinking up a
three-word phrase, coming up with an image involving a unicorn, and putting it on a T-shirt for $20. They have
recently purchased Zurich.

Greg Dean: The Close-Talker. Not so much for his conversational proximity (which is beyond reproach),
but his webcomic Rea/ Life Comics’ mimickry of TV’s Seinfeld: it contains wacky neighbors, it’s about nothing, and
it doesn’t in any way resemble the creator’s life. He has recently purchased Lichtenstein.

Tim Buckley: The Historian. If it ain’t broke, don't fix it — many successes were founded on this simple

precept, which is why the jokes from PoP and Penny Arcade from 2001 still hold up as Ctr/+Alt+Del from 2006.

Kristofer Straub: The Coattail-Rider. Appearing on the scene in 2000, Straub freed himself from the
creative pressures of webcomickry by making his work about everyone else’s, under the guise of a five-plus-year-long
“homage” that barely concealed his rampant, illfounded jealousy — a guise that persists as an insulting, unfunny
book about the webcomics he pretends to revere.

Hungry for an even tinier audience than a webcomic about other webcomics, Straub now draws Starsiip
Crisis, a comic strip about art criticism on a spaceship. Future projects involve a 1940s detective on the Internet
mocking Hollywood culture, and a slice-of-life strip about a tennis linesman aboard a submarine in the 1800s.
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HE'YY BUDDY. | KNOW
HALLOWEEN'S COMING
UP, SO | DECIDED TO

GET YOU THIS HORRIFIC,

DAMNED ARTIFACT.

WHERE DID
YOU FIND T2
ONE OF THOSE
SPECIALT PLACES
OUTSIDE A SCARM
CARNIVAL.

L7
e

ONCE EVER'Yf ARBITRARY
NUMBER OF CENTURIES, THE ALIGN-

MENT OF THE STARS IS SUCH THAT THE

ARMAGEDDON SHARD TAKES ON CERTAIN BIZARRE,
OTHERWORLDLY PROPERTIES. IF THESE PROPER-
TIES ARE HARNESSED IN THE RIGHT WAY, THE
KEEPER OF THE SHARD BECOMES HERALD

TO THE UNRAVELED, AN INSANE GOD FROM

A DIMENSION BEYYOND MORTAL

RECKONING.

RE by Kristofer Straub

PLACE VANISHED WHEN |
WENT BACK TO PICK UP
SOME HANDIWIPES.

OH, I'D NEVER
RETURN THIS! IT'S
GOING RIGHT ON
MY MANTEL.

| HAVE THE RECEIPT, BUT
IT'S NO GOOD SINCE THE

OH, AND OF COURSE
| HAVE TO WORK IT INTO
ONE OF MY HARE-BRAINED
SCHEMES! THANKS!

HEY, NOTHING
SAYS LOVIN' LIKE
SOMETHING FROM

THE CHARNEL HEART

OF OBLIVION.

g W

© 2001 Kristofer Straub
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© 2001 Kristofer Straub

WELL, REAL OR NN
MINDLESS OMNIPOTENCE IS OFF

HOOK AT HALLOWEEN! AND I'M

GONNA BE FIRST IN LINE FOR WHAT

THE UNRAVELED CALLS “THE
AMARANTHINE STILLNESS!”

IT'S ON THE

SHARD'S CERTIFICATE
OF AUTHENTICITY. IT WAS
WRITTEN BY THE TAINTED
PRIEST WHOSE SPIRIT WAS
IMPRISONED INSIDE

N
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

A FORM OF SUBTLE, PERVERSELY FAMILIAR HORROR CLANS AT mY miND
PERSISTENTLY, YET AMY ATTEMPTS TO FLUSH IT OUT INTO THE COLD
LIBHT OF RATIONAL THOUGHT PROVE FUTILE. LIKE ALL FEAR, IT _PREFERS
TO REMAIN DIM, SHAPELESS AT THE EDGE OF CONSCIOUSNESS. | FEEL |
WiLL NEVER KNOW SLEEP Acin, NOR DO | WISH T 0, FOR N SLEEP
THERE IS DREAMING. THE OBSIDIAN-BLACK SHARD LIES BEF ORE ME,
RESEMBLING A DEAD, UNOPENED EYE, ITS UNEART HLY SAM-EDEED
CONT OURS A TOPOLOBICAL BLASPHEMY mY BAZE DARES NOT FOLLOM.

AS THE FINAL ELEMENTS DRAN THEM-
SEWVES TOCETHER, AT LAST | WILL mYSELF
TO EMBRACE MADNESS, THROMING mYSELF
INTO' TS INEXORABLE DURRENT — Nl Mo,
THIS CANNOT BEl eveN AS THE LAST
DOUBT LEAVES ME, | FEEL NO RELEASE, NO
ABANDON| | KNON ONLY HORRORL THE UN-
NAMABLE] IN THIS BLACK AND UTTER HOPE-
LESSNESS THAT ONLY THE DAMNED CAN
PERCEIVE, | AM BUIDED BY SHEER INSTINCTI
| ORY ouUT BEFORE mY FEAR FINDS WORDSI

READ CHECKER-
BOARD NIGHTMA — OH,
| M "AAAAA..." WELL...
NO, WAIT, IT'S "READ
CHECKERBOARD

NEXT: THE UMRAVELED,
)| FEWER GRADIENT FILLSL

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

40

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

{ dweller ’

PLEASE DON'T
KILL ME! | JUST WANTED
TO BE YOUR HERALD.

fo cause harm
is fo end motion

WHAT HAVE |
WROUGHT?!

you are in th
presence

e
/

)

the unraveled

understanding
yields to
acceptance

——

WAIT A SECOND. ARE ‘YOU
THE UNRAVELED? BECAUSE YOU DON'T
LOOK LIKE THE ULTIMATE INCARNATION
OF TERROR AND MADNESS, NOR ONE WHO
NEEDS A LUCRATIVE HERALD POSITION
FILLED BY AN UP-AND-COMING

WEBCOMICS ICON. d
height is depth /
i have no needs\ )
no fulfilments and no // ))
disappointments y -
/7\5 ~— >
_fo truly exist
is fo exist only ) NEXT: WHAT IS
for others N\ Z THE UNRAVELED?(

© 2001 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

The Unraveled’s dialogue is inspired by the turtle aliens in Ursula K.
Le Guin's story The Lathe of Heaven. The aliens are very ponderous,
kind, and speak in these faux zen koans.



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

[eoor THE concrusions

GAH!! THE
UNRAVELED?! IT'S
REAL! WAIT... | FEEL
SO AT PEACE WITH
EVERYTHING.

OH, RUB IT
IN, WHY DON'T
YOu.

ofer Straub

IT LOOKS LIKE THE
UNRAVELED S NOT A BEING

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

OF SHEER CHAOS, DEATH, AND
MEANINGLESSNESS, BUT THE EXACT
OPPOSITE — AN INFINITELY HUMBLE,
INFINITELY SUFFERING BEING OF PEACE
AND HOPE SO STAGGERING, ‘YOU
WOULD GO INSANE TRYING TO GRASP
IT ALL! | MUST HAVE GOTTEN THE

HEY, THE ROTTING
CLOWN ZOMBIE

Pl 1 couo TAkE IT UP

DO YOU THINK THE

LET US KEEP HIM?

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

PANTHEON OF BEINGS WE
CAN'T UNDERSTAND WOULD

[§l WITH THE TRIPLE-8.
a Halloween

... F-SMALL...
TRIANGLE... HO-AXE?

ull of tenderness
f oafuwl delight

friends at
CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE

www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR

HAPPY NEW YEAR/

DON'T TRY
TO STOP ME.

YUP, YOUR VERY
OWN MONOLITH. FOUND
IT AT A GARAGE SALE.
IT'S RESONATING WITH

DARK INTELLIGENCE.

00

© 2001 Kristofer Straub

THIS YEAR, | TOTALLY
FAILED TO INCORPORATE
2001" INTO ANYYTHING | DID!
NO "CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE
2001," NOTHING! AND IT MAKES
EVER'{THING SOUND
LIKE THE FUTURE/!

WHAT IF |
TOLD YOU IT'S

WHERE'S LLE?
| WANT HIM TO SEE
THIS THING!

OH, I'M SUFFOCATING
HIM REMOTELY, IN A
CRYYOSLEEP CHAMBER
| FORCED HIM INTO.

www.nightlightpress.com

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

A LOOK BACK
AT 200....

VAPORWARE, I'M

CHOKE ME THE OLD WAY IF
YOU LET ME OUT.

I'M SORRY, LLE, I'M
AFRAID | CAN'T DO
THAT. YOU SEE, I'M A
METAPHOR FOR MAN'S

ZEBULON, LYLE

© 2002 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR Kristofer Straub
| CAN'T BELIEVE |
SAY, | DON'T THINK > LookeD ke o0t foue © g lELof were
DRAWN LIKE ASS! 'M CUT, AND THIS 15

LT
*
PAST! REMEMBER. VISH.'.I-N(:: THE PASTE!

HELP! I'VE
BECOME TRAPPED YOU DON'T?
HMM, THE MANY

IN YOUR T'IME!/
WORLDS THEORY
MUST BE LAW/!

~d

YOU'VE GOT TO HELP
ME RETURN TO MY
OWN TIME! _,

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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Fun fact: Every time Chex encounters a parallel or alternate version
of himself; he kills him with a shovel. I felt this was an important

look into some secret self-loathing.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

LLE, CHECK
OUT THESE FAIRIES! THEY
GIFT US WITH THEIR TIME-
SAVING PRESENCE!

/Q

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

Apologies to the group of playwrights publishing under the pseudonym "William Shakespeare."

10

15

20

25

30

35

(Enter Lyle.)

Lyle.

Chex.

Lyle.

Chex.

Lyle.

Chex.
Lyle.

Chex.
Lyle.

Chex.
Lyle.

(Exeunt.)

‘What manner of chare be this Commonty,
That no artful line nor witty nayword reside within't?
'Tis but words, words upon a page
Glowing as the blacksmith's fire,
Thrice as white, but absent of Spark.
Thou art blind in this New Light, Lyle,
For thine perceiv'd Darkness that bringeth
Cock-shut-time, so bringeth the gaze
Of the Vulgar man. Soft! He watches even now,
Following lines, mine and thine,
Diffused as a Irishman upon Closing Hour.
Thy peculiar words doth vex and diffuse, Aye.
Methinks thou wouldst better serve thy Public
With the parlance of commoners.
And spoil the gimmick? A number of
Webcomics are celebrating Shakespeare's
Birthday. We'll get right back to Vaporware
Choking your Ass afterwards, I promise.
Whoops. Dammit.
Forsooth! Thou hast unclew this Charade with thine own
Doing. Lyle lies beyond your shent. A cursory trouble;
A brief scathe and 'twill be no more. Dost thou compose?
I forgot what line we were on.
You're too Good at this.
Nevermore let lesser judgment err,
When thy Counsel hath been an Officer
In the Shakespeare Club at his Charge-House.
eah, well, this Stuff is no good for
Catch-phrases. And Shakespeare wanted to
Kill all you guys anyway.
Thy conveyance is expressed!
Shut thy cobloaf.
Make me. I'll carbonado your shanks.

Bringeth it!

SOMEBODY HOLDING
UP A SKULL.

www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE b

SAY, DOT —— PRESENT
COMPANYY EXCEPTED, OF
COURSE —— HOW COME GIRL
CHARACTERS IN COMICS ALWAYS
SUCK? THEY ONLY SHOW UP TO
BE SARCASTIC TO GUYS, OR
TALK "GIRL" ISSUES.

| THINK A
8OUT

Kristofer Straub

| THINK IT STEMS FROM

THE CARTOONIST USUALLY
BEING MALE, AND NOT UNDER-
STANDING OF HOW GIRLS THINK,

SO THEY JUST 60 WITH WHAT THEY
"KNOW." GIRLS ARE SARCASTIC, SO
THEY CAN ONLYY BE THE STRAIGHT
MAN, OR THE AUTHORITY FIGURE. A

GIRL IS EMPOWERED ONLY WHEN
SHE'S BEING MEAN, OR TALKING
WITHIN HER. DOMAIN OF
GIRL TOPICS.

SOMETHING LIKE THAT? WITH
JUNGIAN ARCHETVYPES?

SOUNDS LIKE A
REAL PROBLEM! HOW
DO YOU THINK IT'LL

GET FIXED?

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

|~ NO, | WAS SAVING THAT

FOR. MY BIRTHDAY. IT'S IN THE

NEWS —— THE INTERNET FREE

CONTENT ACT PASSED! WEBCOMICS
PROTECTED

OH MY GOD, ARE NO LONGER

YOU DIDN'T ACTUALLY
ACTIVATE YOUR. FUSION
ENGINE, DID YYOU??

WE'RE GOING TO BE
GOVERNMENT-REGULATED/!
WE'VE 60T TO WATCH WHAT
WE SAY ABOUT THE STUPID
PRESIDENT AND HIS
POOPHEAD STAFF.

| DON'T KNOW.
BUT | JUST CAN'T RISK A
LAWSUIT! THIS ISN'T DOT,
IT'S UNCLE SAM! THAT'S WHY,
AT LEAST UNTIL | CAN WORK
UP A NEW STRATEGY, WE
HAVE TO FALL BACK TO A...
SAFER FORMAT.

ARE YOU STILL
ALLOWED TO DO WHAT
YOU'VE ALWA'YS DONE?
THIS ISN'T EXACTLY A
CONTROVERSIAL

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

NEXT: THE SAFER FOQMAT!_l

www.nightlightpress.com
When this strip came out, I made a news post about the Internet
Free Content Act, and some people briefl thou%ht it was real.

I believe this came out right after that judge declared that video
games weren't free speech.

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

45



46

IT'S A CHECKERBOARD WORLD by Kristofer Straub

IT'S A CHECKERBOARD WORLD by Kristofer Straub

t'sa
Wor|q,

Checkerboard

(' wondering

Wwhen my fax refurn
will come in..

t'sa
Worlq,

Checkerboard

Hey Lyle, quick..
quess how ast [ can
throw this wafch
into the air..

We 9ot gas fax, Clean
air fax.. what's next,
carpet taxs?

COPYRIGHT 2002 WORLD FEATURE SYNDICATE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Talk about rolling
vp fhe rvg Crom
underneath someone...

S-l-02

COPYRIGHT 2002 WORLD FEATURE SYNDICATE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

$-3-02
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HEY, WHERE THE

HELL S VAPORWARE?

AND COULDN'T DOT
\__ HAVE SHOWN UP?

VAPORWARE
IS STRAIGHT OUT,

L~
AND HOW LONG ARE
YOU GONNA BE DOING
THIS REFRIGERATOR.
MAGNET HUMOR?

COPYRIGHT 2002 WORLD FEATURE SYNDICA!

CARTOONISTS IN THE
PAPER. GIVES THEM

5-6-02

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY
| CAN'T PARTICIPATE IN CHEX'S
DUMB NEW "SAFE" COMIC. ROBOTS
CAN HAVE A GREAT SENSE OF

YOU "THINK?"

HUMOR. ESPECIALLY ROBOTS BUILT
8Y CHEX. NAMED VAPORWARE.

WELL, YOU CAN'T
BE IN THE NEXT ONE.
THAT ONE'S ABOUT
DONE, | THINK.

I'VE BEEN
WRITING THEM.
THIS KINDA STRIP
IS MY BREAD AND
BUTTER/

HEY, FIGURE OUT A
WAY TO WRITE ME
IN THERE! WHAT
COULD I BE DOING?

-

N

[
YOU IN, BUT ONLY AS
AN ADORABLE PUPPY,
OR. A TEENAGER USING

DATED LINGO.

"HEY, MARMADUKE'S HAD

A ROBOT ON BOARD FOR

YEARS —— THE AUTHOR!"

SEE, FUNNY! OR. IS THAT
TOO MEAN?

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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IT'S A CHECKERBOARD WORLD by Kristofer Straub

t'sa
Checkerboard

Honey, you said you'd

take the frash ovt

fomorrow, and that
was yesterday!

H'sa
Checkerboard
orld.

), '"Do Those
Dishes!"

N~

'™ ABOUT THIS CLOSE
TO SUTTING MY THROAT WITH
THE PROP DISHES. IT'S BEEN SO
LONG SINCE I'VE DONE ANY

SELF-PROMOTION... I'M LOSING

MY EDGE! I'M CRACKING UP!

Isaid I'd do it
fomorrow but it's
-f-omonrowl

COPYRIGHT 2002 WORLD FEATURE SYNDICATE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Was it s°me‘fhm3
( saidel?

OH GOD. THIRD
PANEL COMING UP.
I'M JUST... I'M JUST

GONNA WING IT.

COPYRIGHT 2002 WORLD FEATURE SYNDICATE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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coMic?

WHAT WAS THAT?
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO DO
THE PUNCHLINES LIKE | WRITE
THEM! AND WHY'D YOU GO
BACK TO THE TRASH CAN
GAG IN A DISHWASHING

FOR. HUMOR?
SEE, WHEN YYOU RUN
A n(g'A(-: OVER AND OVER,

BROAD STORMLINES, OR AT LEAST NONE

YOU CAN'T REALLY DO THAT
IN PRINT COMICS. EVERYTHING NEEDS
TO BE SORT OF SELF-CONTAINED, NO

WITHOUT A DAILY, UNRELATED
PUNCHLINE.

MAYBE BEFORE [
CAME ALONG! | SAY
IT'S TIME TO PUSH
THE ENVELOPE!

N

YOU CAN'T PUSH THE
ENVELOPE! YOU'RE DOING
THIS TO AVOID PUSHING

MAN,
WHAT A BIND/
HMMM..

N’

S-I5-02

CHECKERBOARD NIGHT

Hey chex! |
9o somethin’
o fell ya!

HEY, GET OUT

OH, THAT 6GOT DROPPED. ALL
THE BIG INTERNET CORPORATIONS
WITHDREW THEIR. WEBCOMICS AS
A FORM OF PROTEST, AND THE
GOVERNMENT REALIZED WHAT

A MISTAKE IT HAD MADE.

REALL\?
wow, | GUESS
WE'RE NOT ALL
JUST SHOUTING
INTO THE VOID

A

OF HERE! AND WE'RE
NOT ROLLING, SO TALK
LIKE NORMAL. | HAVE A

HEADACHE.

Straub
NUMBER. ONE, YOU CAN
DROP THIS NEW FORMAT,
BECAUSE IT'S NOT EVEN
GETTING PUBLISHED IN
A NEWSPAPER.

YEAH, BUT THE %
WASN'T TO GET IN THE
PAPER, IT WAS TO DODGE
THAT NEW INTERNET FREE
CONTENT ACT. BY BEING
WIENERS.

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

49



HUDDLE UP, TEAM!

| NEED A NEwW CATCH PHRASE

TO JETPACK INTO THE
GROUND.

ofer Straub

WELL, NO WONDER! IT WAS N
TERRIBLE! YOU CAN'T TOSS IT INTO
EVERYDAY SPEAKING. | NEED SOMETHING
EMPHATIC, IMPERATIVE — SUGGESTIVE,
WITH A DOWN-HOME FEEL. AND MAYRE
N WITH RAP OR. LASERS.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

GOTTA THINK OF A
BETTER WAY TO GET THE
WORD OUT. AND | THOUGHT Ol
A NEW SLOGAN — "CHECKER-
BOARD NIGHTMARE'S DA BOMB!"
OR SOMETHING LIKE IT.

I GOT IT! IF | DON'T GET
PRECISELY WHAT | WANT, |
CAN EXCLAIM "I OUGHTA STAB
YOU IN THE FACE.”

-
=

AND I'M THINKING, WHAT

LOTS OF PEOPLE CONGREGATE:
AT NATIONAL AIRPORTS! JUST
IMAGINE 1T/

00 00
4

| OUGHTA STAB
YOUR FACE... BUT WITH
A LASER. WAIT, | SAID
IT WRONG.

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

“Stab you in the face with lasers” was a minor catchphrase, and a
distant second to Doctor Hot’s execrable “Hot!”

50
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Maybe it is indicative of some kind of my own self-loathing, but I

love to draw Chex dead.
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LYLE, LOOK! CHECK ISHY?!
OUT THE NEWSPAPER/ cmweés mﬂﬁm; |
THIS IS INCREDIBLE! MAY HAVE TO RETHINK MY

WHOLE APPROACH!

LIKE THAT MATTERS! l
I'D BETTER TURN ON E! AND

FIND OUT THE COOLEST TRENDS
IN THIS NEW ERA OF DOWN-

TO-EARTH, RESPONSIBLE,

FACT-BASED MEDIA!

| HAD A WIG

IF | EVER
RUN INTO THIS
SAM CHARACTER,

THIS SAYYS THAT
HONESTY, A "JUST THE
FACTS" SENSIBILITY, AND
AVOIDING HYPERBOLE ARE
GONNA BE SCORCHING

HOT THIS SUMMER/

IT'S HIS ASS.

T
2ei

www.nightlightpress.com © 2002 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

This strip was not cleverly awful, it was legitimately awful, and my
desire to remove it from the site spawned the following storyline.

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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CUTS?!{ HEADS SHOULD
BE ROLLING!

\

HAVE CAUGHT THAT STRIP
BEFORE IT 60T OUT! NOW THAT
IT HAS, IT'S DONE DAMAGE TO
MY REPUTATION! THAT'S ILLEGAL
IN CERTAIN CIRCLES! WHO KNOWS
HOW MANY READERS | LOST
WEDNESDAY WHEN THEY
READ THAT STRIP!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMA

CHEX, EXPLAIN
SOMETHING —— HOW CAN
YOU SUE LAST WEDNESDAY'S
STRIP IF YOU WERE IN IT?
IT'S UKE... STEPHEN KING
SUING “THE STAND."”

IT'S FLATTERING YOU
THINK. THE STRIP WAS THAT
©0OD, BUT I'M TRYING TO
E REALISTIC HERE.

LYLE! YOU'VE BEEN MY
DEFENSE ATTORNEY LONG ENOUGH!
| WANT YOU ON THE PROSECUTION THIS

TIME! WE'LL MAKE LAWSUIT HISTORM! I'M

SUING WEDNESDAY'S STRIP FOR
BREACH OF CONTRACT, LIBEL,
AND DEFAMATION OF
CHARAC

S8°

SOUNDS LIKE A PLAN,
MAN, EXCEPT FOR ONE
THING — WEDNESDAY'S

COMIC IS MISSING. LOOKS
LIKE WE GOT A RUNNER.

W

’ IT"S TRUE! NEXT:
THE DRAGNET!

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

I'VE ALREADY CALLED

THE POLICE IN, AND THEY'RE
OVER THERE INTERVIEWING THE
ONES WHO KNOW WEDNESDA'Y'S
STRIP BEST — MONDAY'S AND
FRIDAY'S STRIPS.

| THINK
VAPORWARE'S TAKING
NOTES, TOO. YOU MAY
WANT TO HEAR SOME OF
THAT STUFF FOR THE

Wednesday was a REAL bad strip.

Had a mean streak in him. Nobody
knew what his deal was... he just
seemed to come from left field.

DO YOU
THINK HE WAS
INTO DRUGS?

Oh... | don't think so.
But it might have helped.

OH, THAT FRIDAY!
WHAT A SENSE OF
HUMOR!

[Na~)

www.nightlightpress.com
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HERE WE ARE,
VAPORWARE... THE “MAXIMUM
FUNNY" TOP 100 WEBCOMICS
RANKING LIST. THIS PLACE IS
HOME TO SOME OF THE WORST
STRIPS IN THE BUSINESS, SO
BE ON YOUR GUARD!

| HEARD THIS TOP 100
LIST IS AMONG THE TOP
200 TOP 100 LISTS.

HE'S A CRAFT\Y ONE, | DON'T INTEND
ALL RIGHT. THAT BAD STRIP TO LET HIM GET AWAY
DISAPPEARED WITHOUT A TRACE FROM AND SERVE AS A BAD EXAMPLE
OUR RESPECTABLE ARCHIVES. DOESN'T TO ALL THE OTHER STRIPS! NOW
HE UNDERSTAND | JUST WANNA FIND LET'S DO THE THINKING... IF YOU
HIM? BRING HIM HOME? SUE HIS A TRIP
PANTS OFF?!

IF WE ASK THE RIGHT
STRIPS, WE MIGHT FIND OUT
WHERE OUR UITTLE

YOU CAN'T LET HIM
GET AWAY! LMLE HASN'T
HAD A CASE IN MONTHS.

... YOU TRY TO FIND
OTHERS OF YOUR KIND! AND

WHERE DO YOU NORMALLY FIND
A BUNCH OF CRAPPY STRIPS
TOGETHER?

THINK ABOUT IT/
ALL YOU'VE GOT IS A WEAK
SIGHT 6GAG UNDER YOUR BELT.

THE FIRST STEP IS
ADMITTING ‘YOU

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH IT?
YOUR BACK IS TO THE WALL!
YOU'RE DESPERATE!

UH... PAWN SHOP?
| CAN'T FOLLOW
THE METAPHOR.

www.nightlightpress.com
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But then I might get to
thinking, what's in'it for
me? Maybe if you could

hook me up with that
font of yours...

LISTEN UP, PAL, I'M ONLY
GONNA ASK ONCE. I'M LOOKING
FOR. A CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE
STRIP. HE'S BEEN MISSING SINCE
LAST WEEK. GOES BY THE DATE
OF "JULY 10, 2002."

Yeah, I seen
him. I might even
know where he's
run of f to.

HOW ABOUT YYOU TELL ME
WHERE MY STRIP RAN OFF TO, AND
| DON'T TELL MY ROBOT FRIEND HERE DO THE CHOKING.
TO CHOKE YOU UNTIL. VO(M | MEAN, HE'LL DO IT.

NECK FALLS OFF? LIKE SHORTLY.
What neck? How about T just
Are you even tell you guys out
looking at me? of pity?

© 2002 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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NABBED THE PERP/

COULD
GET AWAY, HUH? THOUGHT
YOU COULD HIDE OUT AT USER
FRIENDLY YEAR FIFTEEN, HUH?
THEY SAY YOU'RE THE WORST
STRIP THIS SIDE OF MY
ARCHIVES..

s
=~ L%
~~’ ( t'&"
L=

)JARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

You think you've got the upper
hand on us, Nightmare? What are you
gonna prove by prosecuting me? You're
slipping, and you know it. There's a
dozen dozen more just like me, just
waiting to see the light of day. You
can't catch all of us...

CHECKERBOAR

D NIGHTMARE by K

STOP IT!
YOU STOP
TALKING!

|
|

¢ g

... in fact, | think
other one is about
to escape.

OH $#[+( OH $#/+/ HE'S
TALKING ABOUT TODAY'S STRIP!
HE'S RIGHT, IT'S GOING NOWHERE!
THIS IS ALREADY THIRD PANEL!

DO SOMETHING!!

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

... DAMMIT, L\LE(
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO SHRUG
INNOCENTLY AT THE READER, LIKE
; "WHOOPS, IT SUCKS!"

| THOUGHT
YOU'D USED THAT
ONE BY NOw.

www.nightlightpress.com
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=ix ARHIIRYND

DEALING WITH A BAD 1S, ALWAYS DO ‘YOUR FEBRUARYZ2002 $41501US

BEST, AND LET THE
N\ BAD ONES SLIDE! sexy Sex!
Readers Submit Their;

Sexual Sex Fantase*ies!

What's Sexy b
in 200

Wait Till You Gheck

Sl e N

*| Got Caugm '

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

o s s
TYPOS IN YESTERDAY'S STRIP. Péocaeo wnl'ﬂ THE SUIT. FIRST

AND | CAN'T RELIEVE VAPORWARE MON!
USED THE OLD CHESTNUT "THE %Jn %ﬁi%’&”f.‘é«s“ﬁ’mwﬁ,*
FIRST STEP IS ADMITTING YOU THE MORE WE TALK ABOUT HIM

HAVE A PROBLEM.” AND THE WORSE YOUR
NEW STRIPS GET.

WELL THEN, ONWARD AND UPWARD!
LET'S BRAINSTORM SOME NEwW MATERIAL
—= LIKE A NEW WAY FOR VAPORWARE TO
CHOKE 10U! VAPORWARE, SHOW US THE
BORING OLD METHOD, AND WE'LL TOSS
OUT SOME IDEAS. AND... 6O/ _

At Work!"

Wild Embezzlement s

oes Here
[Sex:Subtitle Goe

7 "32913%13707'" 7

Sex Heac!iine >

ere]
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CHAPTER 3
TOOLS OF THE TRADE

One of the fascinating aspects of webcomics is their limitless potential, the promise of endless possibility in
a freeform world that employs not only traditional images and text, but sound, and color, and animation. One of the
other fascinating aspects of webcomics is their total failure to use the first aspect.

Characters

A webcomics character can only be one of the following: the Sarcastic Everyman Who’s an Abstraction of
the Author, the Wacky Scheming Pal Who Drives Situations, the Uninspired Female Character Who Says Things
Like “Men are Idiots,” the Adorable Non-Human Character That’s Actually Evil, or Mega Man.

“Journal” comics like Jeff Rowland’s Overcompensating or James Kochalka’s American Elf contain a special
classification of character — the Guy Who Looks At Something Then Wonders Aloud Why It Is That Way, Then
Asks the Reader For Some Money.

“Lazy” comics like Wondermark by David Malki ! use recycled art, and aren’t as good or valid as hand-drawn
comics. In fact, he should just stop right now.

Comic Formats

'The schools of webcomic formatting and layout are numerous, for sufficient values of two.

Traditional. Most webcomics fall into this category. Despite their primary publishing on the web, these
webcomics are static images with a defined size, and could easily be collected in printed book form. Users of this
format are eager to be considered Cartoonists.

Experimental. These webcomics experiment with unorthodox multi-path panel navigation, animation, and
reader interaction. Users of this format are eager to be considered Practicing Experts on Sequential and Asequential
Sociodigital Artforms. They also cannot write or draw, but by God there is a stick figure 40,000 pixels to the right
and you will scroll there and mouseover to see him say “ am alive/unalive/therehere.”
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Scenarios

Obviously there are far too many storytelling scenarios in existence to enumerate them all, but most of them
involve one or more characters looking at the reader, shrugging, and saying “Hey — I didn’t come up with this stuff!
Complain to the cartoonist!” The reader can at this point mentally insert an iris out, followed by an iris back in, the
character winking at the reader, then iris out once more.

Merchandise

If webcomics were given the status of a sovereign nation, the populace’s wallets would be stuffed with T-
shirts. That is to say, the currency of webcomic success is the ironic garment. Sold at $16 above what you would pay
for a comparable T-shirt at Target, webcomic T-shirts can be broken up into three categories:

The Cast Image. A straightforward image of the cast smiling out at the viewer. Typically the first article of
merchandise attempted by the neophyte webcartoonist. Owning one of things is the same as saying “I like to pay for
commercials.”

The Post-Ironic Metastatement. Slightly more savvy creators will opt for the text-only T-shirt, featuring
slogans like “If this were your T-shirt, you'd be me by now.” In two years these will be available at Hot Topic, but for
now you will have to make do with faux-faded Jem and the Holograms ringer tees.

The Non-Sequitur. Recently coming into popularity are shirts with iconography and text that make no
attempt at sense. Designs here include “It’s gonna happen” featuring a shark poised over a toilet, and a drawing of a
macaroni bust of FDR shouting “Take that, dinner!”

'The ultimate goal of the webcomic T-shirt is to set the buyer up for an experience that will occur sometime
in the next year, whereupon he or she will open their underwear drawer and find only things he or she is now
mortified to wear.

Conventions

Webcomics of all sizes and success levels can be found at comic book conventions across the globe. In most
cases, finding them is as easy as looking for the slumped-over individual wondering why he paid $800 for a table
and chair to have a hundred pounds of books shipped next-day-air to. For an exclusive discount, wait until the
convention is closing, then follow the creator out to the dumpster.
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Advertising

Ad banners. This advertising needs paying for. Animated GIF technology allows the creator to begin a
banner ad with the text “What happens when you take...” followed by a three-second delay, then the text “... a pair
of high school friends...” followed by the viewer losing all interest and scrolling down.

Ad buttons. This ad format was popularized by D.J. Coftman of Yirmumah. It is similar to the ad banner,
except that it is half an inch wide and at the bottom of the page.

Google AdWords. Google allows website operators to create their own automated advertising campaign,
by entering their credit card and forgetting that they’re spending $100 a month on advertising until goddamn July
when you finally figure out where the money was going.

Project Wonderful. Ryan North’s auction system has completely changed the way webcomics advertise. For
a mere $3.51 a day, you can trick another site into thinking they’re getting $13.00 a day from you.

Viral advertising. This involves either link-bombing another webcomic’s community forum with your
webcomic, or writing a book that mentions other webcartoonists in the hopes that they will mention you on their

site. Chris Onstad of Achewood.

Collectives

Recently gaining press for their “strength in numbers” approach to publishing on the Internet, the webcomic
collective consists of several underpowered comic strips combining their traffic to create a single underpowered
syndicate. The collective is similar to the outdated “link exchange” concept from the mid-1990s, except that here, the
phrase “link exchange” has been replaced by “collective.” There are many types.

Blank Label Comics. In this kind, you do exactly what every other collective did, except you issue a press
release saying you were the first.

Boxcar Comics. This collective began as an offshoot of newsgroup alt.sex.fetish.hobos. Much of the original
charter is still in place.

Dayfree Press. Subtlety is paramount here, as evidenced by the percentage of their readers who are completely
unaware that the comics belong to a collective.

Dumbrella. This collective has cornered the markets on pop culture, self-loathing, and money.

Keenspot. The easiest way to identify this collective is to hold one of those Ghostbuster traps under all the
collectives. This one will get sucked up.

Modern Tales. This is not so much a collective as a wall that costs $3.00 to peek over.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

ACTUALLY | SUBSCRIBE
TO A LOT OF TABLOIDS, BELIEVE IT
OR NOT. THEY'RE A GREAT SOURCE
OF INFORMATION ON TODAY'S
HOTTEST CELEBS.

DAMN, WOMENS. THE
TABLOIDS SURE HAVE BEEN
GIVING DOT THE BUSINESS
-— THE BAD BUSINESS.

.

DID YOU JUST
USE THE WORD
"CELERS?" >

| MEAN —— WHICH
ONES DO YOU READ?
WEEKLY WORLD

NEWS?

NAH, THAT ONE IS ALL SELF-AWARE.
YOU GET THESE TABLOIDS THAT JUST MAKE UP
STORIES, LIKE THEYY WERE A BUNCH OF DEPOSED

HUMOR. WRITERS OR. SOMETHING. THAT'S NO GOOD.
IF THE PAPER HONESTLY BELIEVES IN THE TRASH
IT'S SHOVELING, IT'S A LOT MORE FUN
AND INTERESTING !

NEXT: CHEX WAKES UP, BUT DOESN'T
—| ACKNOWLEDGE WHAT WAS SAID/

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

LOOK AT THESE
VULTURES! THE TABLOIDS
ARE HAVING A MEGA-RUN OF

DOT STORIES LATELY.

FIRST A DUCK,
THEN A CAT — A WORTHLESS
CAT, | MIGHT ADD —— AND NOW
A CHICKEN? WH{ DOESN'T SHE
DATE SAFELY WITHIN OUR
SPECIES?

| THINK IT'S

| THINK SHE'S A >

WHAT THE HELL IS
A FURRY? A FUR-WEARER?
THOSE POOR. CHINCHILLAS!
... CHINCHILLAE?

YOU SOUND LIKE SOME
LIMP-WRIST DEFENSE
LAWMER.

WHO ENJOYS THE COMPANY OF
ANTHROPOMORPHIC ANIMALS
AND GETS MADE FUN OF
BY WEBCOMICS.

BUT IT'S ACTUALLY
A COMPLETELYY NATURAL
FETISH AND ALTERNATIVE
LIFESTVLE.

WELL, HOW COME
You HAVEf;l“T WON ANY

© 2002 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHT

ANYWAY, LISTEN, | aub

HEY DOT/
YOUR. LINE IS BUSY
NINE TIMES OUT

OF TEN.

CHEX, I'M SORRY,

CHEX, I'D BE
OPEN TO ANYTHING
AT THIS POINT.

OKA': YOU DATE
ME! SURE IT'S A FACADE,
BUT I GET RECOGNITION FOR
DATING THE POLKADOT DREAM,
AND YOU GET THE TABLOIDS
OFF YOUR BACK FOR BEING

HEY! IT'S...

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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BUT I'VE BEEN SO BUSY
FENDING OFF THESE DAMN
TABLOID REPORTERS.

HAD AN IDEA. NOW MAYRE
YOU THINK IT SOUNDS EXACTLY
LIKE MY OTHER SCHEMES, AND MAYRE
YOU THINK IT'S GOING TO LEAD TO
A LEGAL BATTLE, BUT THIS ONE

DOESN'T INVOLVE BREAKING
THE LAW AT ALL! AND {
THOUGHT OF IT/

THAT EXTENSION CLASS IN

GENERATOR | WROTE USIN(:)
VISUAL BASIC.

www.nightlightpress.com

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

EATBEAT ™

T HOT HOT HOT GOSSIP GOSSIP GOSSIP! IT'S HOT! DAMI

HOTTIE DOTTIE
DREAM SEEN

SCHEMING WiITI
GHECK-DECKED
”"“"EE" *“unknown"

by Chiffon Van Maximillion-Peter]

Looks like comics queen Polkadot Dr
is dating a horse of a different color --
and he's human! That's no typo! The ng
pair was seen having a hot, sexy conversation over some hot toddies or mg
gm' Followed by a night of sex, presumably! But who is this handsome new
beau? He's Checkerboard nghtmare whose misdemeanor mischief has g
him into trouble with Dream's legal eagles!

But has Dottie Dream truly given up her furry ways? Throughout her careef
been linked to sexy up-and-coming anthropomorphic ingenues like Heisenb|
the Duck, Sylvester the Cat and most recently, Gossamer the Crazy Chic!

The pair was overheard to have been talking about returning to Dot's penthd
suite to talk "proemotion," which is undoubtedly steamy sex-talk for naked
sex! You can be sure HeatBeat will follow this coupling all the way down t]
aisle -- whether that aisle leads to marriage, or hot sex!

BENT SIENNA DIES

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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AT DOT'S PENTHOUSE SUITE! OKAY, MISS DREAM, /1
WE'VE GOT SOME GREAT | LATER, AT THE PUBLIC PARK...!

DOT, YOU'RE LIKE A
CITYY! AND THESE GUYS ARE
THE GOVERNMENT EMPLOVYEES!
EXCEPT THEY'RE WORKING
HARD! WHO ARE THE\{?

MY IMAGE CONSULTANTS,
USUALLY | IGNORE THEIR ADVICE,
BUT I'VE 6OT TO SHAKE THIS
FURRY IMAGE!

SAUCE! Hev,
I'M GOING TO HIT UP
TACO INFERNO. THEY'VE
GOT THIS NEW —

MR. NIGHTMARE,

THIS ISN'T GOING TO
BE A WALK IN THE PARK.
A FAUX ROMANCE MUST BE
EXECUTED PERFECTLY

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

DATA ON THIS SHAM RELATIONSHIP

TOMORROW YOU'RE
BOTH GOING TO BE SPOTTED

www.nightlightpress.com

Chex is male, but he is entirely asexual. He is equally attracted to
men and/or women, inasmuch as they could help his career.

I'VE BEEN
WAITING SO LONG
FOR THIS..

| CAN'T BELIEVE IT/
THIS TIME IT'S THE
REAL DEAL!

NOT HEARING ENOUGH

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

3S.S SECONDS LONG, SO LET'S
DO ANOTHER ONE. AND WE'RE
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TO THE BEACH, MAKE OUT. DO AN

62

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

¥~ HEM LLE! MAN, | TELL

YOU, I'M CRAZYY ABOUT THIS

GIRL! IN ADDITION | FIND HER
TO BE BOOTYLICIOUS!

SERIOUSLY,
HER BUTT RIVALS
MINE! THAT'S LIKE

wow.

OH, THANK GOD,

LYLE. | DON'T KNOW HOW
MUCH LONGER | CAN LIVE A
LIE. | MEAN, A LIE THAT ISN'T
COMPLETELY MINE.

EVERY TIME |
COMPLIMENT HER
BEHIND, MY OWN BUTT

WE HAVEN'T SLEPT IN
DAYS. ALL WE DO IS 60 TO A
MOVIE PREMIERE, MAKE OUT. GO

AWARDS SHOW, MAKE OUT

OUT OF THIS IS PAGE-
VIEWS —- | GUESS

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

THE ONLY N
THING I'M GETTING

AND PUBLIC ADORATION.
AND THE KISSING, | SUPPOSE.
HOW'S YOUR WEEK?

| PARTICIPATED
IN VAPORWARE'S BIG FALL
CHOKE-A-

www.nightlightpress.com

PSST —
ARE THOSE PAPARAZZ|
GONE YET? I'M FREEZING
i BUNS OFE

RD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

SOMETIMES | THINK
THIS WOULD BE SO MUCH
EASIER IF WE REALLY WERE
IN LOVE. R_J'EoHT rg)w, IT's

| KNOw, IT'S
WINTER. | THINK |

3> CAREFUL,
THIS STORYUINE 1S
(L FAN SERVICE ENOUGH

| DUNNO, CHEX. YOU'RE
A LIKABLE ENOUGH GUY. WHY
DIDN'T WE END UP TOGETHER?
WE'VE KNOWN BACH OTHER SINCE
COLLEGE, STAYED FRIENDS, BUT
NOT CLOSE FRIENDS.

© 2002 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THE PROBLEM WITH

THESE HIGH-PROFILE SHAM
RELATIONSHIPS IS THEYY DON'T
YIELD A LOT OF RETURN VISITORS!
PEOPLE GET CURIOUS, VISIT ONCE,
AND LEAVE! PHASE TWO: BUILD
SOME KIND OF RAY —

HOLD ON THERE...
CHECK THIS OUT, BRO.

CHECK

OOTTIE, HOW COULD
YOU? THIS... THIS WAS OUR SHOT
AT SETTING THINGS RIGHT WITH THE
TABLOIDS! THEN YOU GO AND BLOW
IT BY GOING TO DINNER WITH SOME
*#QEING ALLEY CAT! YOU KNOW
WHAT KIND OF RECOVERY PR I'LL
NEED TO ARRANGE?!

ALL RIGHT, LISTEN —
I'M PUTTING YOU AND THIS
NIGHTMARE GUY ON A FLIGHT
TO MIAMI WHERE YOU'LL BE
SPOTTED DOING IT ON A
BALCONY —

WHAT ABOUT THE TIME WE

SPENT TRYING TO LOOK NATURAL

HOLDING HANDS? STAYING UP ALL NIGHT

TALKING, ABOUT HOW TO HIDE OUR

APATHY? DID OUR IMAGE-ENHANCING
AGREEMENT

© 2002 Kristofer Straub

| KNOW, BUT...
OUR DEMOGRAPHIC TASTE
SPACES WERE SO PERFECT
TOGETHER —

www.nightlightpress.com

OF PAPERS WORLDWIDE. YOU KNOW
HOW MANY FAN LETTERS | GET.

PEOPLE LIKE ME FOR ME, NOT
SOME FAKE IMAGE! THAT WAS

NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

NEVER WHAT | WAS!

WHY SHOULD | BE ASHAMED
OF BEING A FURR\Y? WE'RE ALL
CARTOONS, NOT HUMANS —— MY HEAD IS
PERFECTLY ROUND/! | HAVE NO NECK! | HAVE
FOUR. FINGERS! WHY SHOULD IT MATTER
WHAT WE LOOK LIKE! HE'S NOT A REAL
CAT, HE JUST LOOKS LIKE AN
ABSTRACTION OF ONE/!

<]
AND T DOESN'T ENTER

INTO MY WORK AT ALL! AND
SHAME ON YOU FOR THINKING THE
PUBLIC IS TOO CLOSED-MINDED
TO ACCEPT IT/

sed
X o am ek
e Yc\‘sa‘\“;\\%g‘\aige\ﬂ%“\\{e
£ oo and, B Ve ]

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

| JUST HAD A GREAT
FOR A WEBCOMIC! LISTEN
TO THIS — YOUR PANTS ARE
GONNA FALL DOWN.

N

THAT PEOPLE KNOW, PARADE THEM IN

ofer Straub

STOP BEING A DAMN
LAWYER FOR A SECOND AND
UISTEN! ALL | HAVE TO DO IS TAKE
A BUNCH OF WEBCOMIC CONVENTIONS

M STRIP —— NOT EVEN REALLY DO
ANYTHING WITH THEM —— AND IN
ACKNOWLEDGING THEM, MAKE

MYSELF OUT TO BE A MASTER

SATIRIST!

JUST ANY OLD
THING! MENTION OTHER
COMICS OFFHAND! SEXY

LOSER/! &-8IT {

| SEEM TOPICAL!

‘lb

© 2002 Kristofer Straub
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR

THE INTIMATE SETTING
1S PERFECT FOR THE KIND
OF HANDS-ON, IN-fOUR-FACE
INTERACTION WITH MY AUDIENCE
| WANNA DO! BUT WHERE THE
HELL ARE THEY(??

EVER'Y YEAR, |
DO THE “IT'S A GOOD SIZE”
PRESS EXPO. AND EVER'YY YTEAR,

IT PAINS ME TO SAY IT,
BUT IF | DON'T START SEEING SOME
RESULTS BY THE WEEKEND, NEXT YYEAR
I'M GONNA HAVE TO START LOOKING AT
THE TINY PRESS EXPO, THE ITTY-BITTY
PRESS EXPO AND THE ANGSTROM-
WIDTH PRESS EXPO.

]

ARE THOSE NEARB'Y?

IT DOESN
HELP THAT WE'RE SITTING
BETWEEN THE EMPTY MEGATOK\YO
AND SOMETHING POSITIVE
TABLES.

1

HMM, BOTH HAVE UP
"“TOMORROW FOR. SURE,
| PROMISE" SIGNS.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

I guess both Fred Gallagher’s Megatokyo and R.K. Milholland’s
Something Positive were late to update once or twice, and I jumped
on that?? Man, I am so cranky.



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTM

LOOK, | RENTED
THE TABLE FOR ANOTHER
THREE HOURS, AND |
AIN'T LEAVING!

OH, HEY, | DON'T
WORK FOR. THE EXPO,
MR. NIGHTMARE. THIS

IS SO AWESOME!

YOU MEAN... MY STRIP?

AWESOME? ME? AM | AWE-
SOME? IS IT ME THAT'S
AWESOME??

YEAH! I'M A BIG
FAN OF CH-CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE! IT'S THE BEST
WEBCOMIC! I'M SO NERVOUS
TO TALK TO ‘1OU!

YOU READ IT? YOU DON'T,
LIKE, GIVE IT TO HAMSTERS
TO POOP ON?

NO WAY! | LOVE THE
ONE WHERE VAPORWARE'S
GETTING MARRIED, AND LYLE
LEAVES TO WORK AT THAT
FIRM... WOULD YOU SIGN
ONE FOR ME?

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

misspelled. my
bun name, Crimon,

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

V4l L| NEXT: CHEX HAS A FANBOY?/ |

www.nightlightpress.com

I'M TOBY.

TOBY ADRIEN MAURICE
WRENCHNECK. I'M A GRADUATE
PHYSICS MAJOR, FIFTH-YEAR. | LOVE

STAR TREK, MATH, AND SELF-
REFERENTIAL

HUMOR.

OH, NO WAY. WELL, THERE
IS THIS GAL IN MY THERMO CLASS
WHO'S ALSO IN THE MANGA CLUB.
BUT | CAN HARDLYY TALK TO HER
WITHOUT BLUSHING.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

WELL, DITCH
THAT B-WORD! THAT'S
WHAT JENNY JONES
WOULD SAY!

WHY NOT? I'M
tuID sex!

NEXT: WHAT A LOSER/
YOURE A LOSER/

ww.nightlightpress.com
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NEXT LAWSUIT STRIP
COMING UP?

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THEY'RE ALL
INEVITABLE, REALLY. WHO

TOBY, | HAVE A
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
TO DATA-MINE YOU. | HAD NO

IDEA gl READERS WERE

GOSH, | DON'T
KNOW [F I'D H-HAVE
ANY USEFUL INFO,
BUT I'LL TRY!

WELL, YOU SAID YOU LIKED STUFF
BESIDES CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE.
SO | DON'T WANT TO HEAR HOW
YOU'D IMPROVE THE STRIP, | JUST
WANT TO HEAR WHAT KIND OF
THINGS YOU ENJOY. THEN | CAN
ATTEMPT TO FOLD ALL THOSE
THINGS INTO WHAT | DO, UNTIL
THEY'RE STACKED PRECARIOUSLY,
READY FOR A DISASTER...
OF SUCCESS!

HEY, JERRY LEWIS!
| ALWAYS WANTED
TO DO THIS!

b
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A GUEST! LYLE'S LIKE,
RIGHT THERE.

N’

www.nightlightpress.com

Toby is an ancient character I had when I was maybe 11 years old.
He was the alter ego of a superhero named Ninja Nerd.

OKAY, THAT'S A

GIMME ANOTHER.

COOL IF YOU DID A WHOLE
WEEK OF FARSCAPE
PARODIES.

HEY, VAPORWARE,
LOOK UP "FARSCAPES.” |
NEED TO DO A PAIR-O-DEE.

MUPPETS... BUT IT'D BE SO

IS THAT LIKE... WHEN | COPY
SOMETHING AND THEN PEOPLE
GET MAD, BUT IT'S OKAY
BECAUSE | COPIED THEM

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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TOBY IS SUCH A
COOL GUY, LYLE. (fOU
SHOULD HANG WITH HIM
MORE OFTEN. LAST WEEK HE
TOLD ME HE FOUND MY OLD
MATERIAL ONLINE, AND
IKED IT!

L
I'D SAY HE'S A
REAL FAN, ALL RIGHT.

WHAT DO YOU TWO
DO TOGETHER?

PARTYY AND THEY PLAYED SECOND
EDITION. | NEVER GOT THE HANG OF
IT, BUT AFTERWARDS
FRIENDS CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

Straub
WELL, YESTERDAY |
, HEY, YOU SEEN
HUNG OUT WITH HIS ADZD CHEX AROUND? | WAS GONNA
ASK HIM ABOUT THAT

HE WANTS ON OUR OUTGOING MAIL.
| DON'T THINK A PICTURE OF HIS ASS,

HOWEVER. "SLAMMIN'," IS THE IMAGE
HE SHOULD BE TRYING
\ TO CONVEY.

WAIT, HE HASN'T
You
FROM JAIL ET?

HE SHOWED HIS

AND | THINK | SAW SOME HINTS OF
SMIRKS ON THEIR FACES!
BICKETYY BAM!

AND THAT'S
WHY HE'S A COOL
(]

R

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

YEAH, HE WAS APPARENTLY
CAUGHT ON PRIVATE PROPERTY,
TRYING TO GET THE OWNER'S
ATTENTION. THEY CARTED HIM
OFF SHOUTING "I JUST WANTED
AN AUTOGRAPH, | JUST
WANTED AN AUTOGRAPH!"

|77
K%%

/

| JUST FEEL LIKE WE
HAVE SO MUCH IN COMMON.
| MEAN, HE'S GOT... WELL,
| DON'T REALLY KNOW
WHAT HIS DEAL IS.

HE'S CLEVER, HE
LIKES... CLEVER THINGS.
HE READS

WHAT ARE YOU
SUPPOSED TO BE,
ANYWAY?

COMMANDER. JOHN

CRICHTON? | THINK HE'S

AN AUTHOR. A SPACE
UTHOR.

... IT WAS THE
WRENCHNECK
RESIDENCE.

... ALSO, OPRAH
WINFREY'S RESIDENCE.

OKAY,
ONE AT A
TIME.

NEXT: LYLE BACK IN ACTION/S

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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I have never seen Farscape.

www.nightlightpress.com

67



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE_ b

CHEX!
HOW ARE YOU
HOLDING UP IN

THERE?

—1

ofer Straub

MAN, LISTEN. TOBY IS
LIKE... THE GREATEST FAN
IN THE WORLD. | THOUGHT
HE WAS AVOIDING ME, SO |
WENT TO HIS HOUSE.

HE WASN'T
AT HOME, SO | LET
MYSELF IN. YOU KNOW,

FRIDGE.

NIGHTMARB

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

OF THE JURY — MY CLIENT,

MR. NIGHTMARE, IS NOT ON TRIAL

FOR STALKING. WHAT WE'RE
SEEING

CAN

SUSTAINED.

ANYWAY, AFTER ALL

THE COLD CUTS | SORT OF
FELL ASLEEP IN HIS BED, WHICH
PROBABLY SPOOKED HIM A LITTLE. |
GUESS SCREAMING AT HIM “DO YYOU

TRIAL FOR. ALLEGEDLY STALKING
ONE TORBIAS WRENCHNECK. OR WAS
HE MERELY TRYING TO RETURN
HIS PREVIOUSLYY DESCRIBED

ACCOUNT ALL THE FACTORS,

BEHAVIOR. WAS CONSISTENT WITH
THAT OF A STALKER? OR ARE

SO PERHAPS HE IS ON

"FANBOYISM?"

WHEN WE TAKE INTO

WE REALLY SAY THAT CHEX'S

WE BEING STUPID?

8Y THE WAY, DOT
DROPPED B8'Yf ABOUT A
HALF-HOUR. AGO AND SAID
SHE WAS DROPPING

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

68

NEXT: LYLE AND THE TRIAL! |
www.nightlightpress.com

OBSESSIVE AND COMPULSIVE. THE STALKER'
IS A MANIPULATOR, WHO SEES HIMSELF AS
A VICTIM OF SOCIETYY OR FAILURE. HE
DOESN'T TAKE RESPONSIBILITYY

FOR HIS... OWN BEHAVIOR.

HOW MUCH
TIME DO | HAVE
TO PROVE THE

OPPOSITE?

| nExXT: Loie AT A LOSs2/

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

|cwsw'/rup./' WELL, IF IT ISN'T SCOTT
— MR. NIGHTMARE'S INADMISSION FREE. HOW'D YOU PULL
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE OF GUILT PROVES HIS POST- 'T OFF. CHOKE T2 ANWAY. THE UPSHOT
JURY — IN THE LAST TWO HOURS INADMISSOR'Y NON-CONFESSION . 1S THAT THE RESTRAINING
OF PREINNOCENCE. GIVEN THAT e el e
ISN'T ALLOWED TO CONTACT

T0 Alz(:IS‘T"\RIR(:LUMBUT TRADEEg "
- | IN TOBY EVER A(oAIN/

SOME OF MY LAWMER POINTS
TO WIN THE CASE.

YOU'VE HEARD ACCOUNTS OF WHAT

OCCURRED TO ONE TORY ADRIEN CHEX WAS INNOCENT PRIOR TO
MAURICE WRENCHNECK. BUT WHY THE EVENTS IN QUESTION, WE
HAVE WE NOT HEARD MORE FROM CAN SHOW THAT CHEX'S NON-
THE PROSECUTION ON WHAT TOBY GUILT LEAVES ITS AXIS AND TAKES
DID TO CHEX? FOR YOU SEE — ON AN IMAGINAR'YY VALUE. IN

HERE WE 6O — SAMUELS V. HOWARD
1982, IMAGINARY NON-GUILT
IS GROUNDS FOR CETERIS
PARIBUS AB INITIO.

{/
A0

THE PROSECUTION HAS TRIED
TO CONFUSE THE ISSUE, USING
REAL EVIDENCE, PAING NO
ATTENTION WHATSOEVER TO THE
IMAGINARY. IS IT THAT THEY DON'T
HAVE ENOUGH RESPECT FOR THE
JURORS' INTELLIGENCE? THE
JUDGE'S? HISPANICS? | COULDN'T
BEGIN TO GUESS. IN CASES LIKE
THIS, IT'S HARD TO DETERMINE
WHERE THE BLAME LIES.

600D OLD LMLE...
| HAD NO IDEA HE FELT
THAT WAY ABOUT ME.

| CAN'T BELIEVE | ONLY
CHARGED HIM TEN FOR THE
‘ PICTURE. HE'D HAVE EASILY

PAID THIRT.

POINT HERE IS THAT
IT'S NOT MY CLIENT'S
FAULT IN ANY WAY.

- THANK. YOU. T
© 2003 Kristofer Strﬁb\/ www.nightlightpress.com
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EPILOGUE/!
WHY NOT JUST FALL
BACK ON ONE OF THE OLD
STANDRYYS? ARE ‘YOU REALLMY
THINKING UP NEW STUFF
ALL DAY, EVERY DAYY?

WHY JUST STEAL —— | MEAN, ... AND YOU'RE SAYING
CHANGED. BUT ONLY BECAUSE THE PROSEC Pézrsgomee TO —— EVER'YONE PEOPLE WILL ENJOY THIS...

WE'VE GOT HISTORY. TAEEFORMIZATS? WHY N
NEXT TIME, YOUR

MAN BETTER WALK WITH-
OUT SO MUCH AS A WARNING.
AND LET'S SEE A COUPLE
COUNTERSUITS!

IT'S SO HARD...
TO STAY FRESH.

... BUT | HAD TO USE | THINK IT'S HONESTLY

TWELVE LAWYER POINTS GETTING MORE DIFFICULT
TO GET HIM OFF THIS TIME. TO KEEP IDIOTS ON THE
THE RESTRAINING ORDER STREETS, SIR.
STOOD, THOUGH.

LOOKING AT
NUMBERS, I'M STARTING
TO BELIEVE 1OU!

CUBBISON, YOUR.
ARSON CASE. NOT
GUILTY?

o (8
oo A

© 2003 Kristofer Straub WWW.nightugiicpr ©55.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

The Devil Room came up a few times. Lawyer punishment rooms
came up even more often, including one kept so cold that lawyers
inside had to keep their hands in zheir own pockets.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

HE DEMOED SOME STUFF
ON ME YESTERDAY. HE WAS
TRYING TO LIFT MATERIAL
FROM PENNY ARCADE, BUT

HE KEPT WINKING AT THE
AUDIENCE AND SAYING

SO WHAT'D CHEX

DECIDE HE WAS GONNA

DO? RIP OFF OTHERS'
CONTENT?

HE'S STILL WORKING
THAT ONE OUT.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

VAPORIWARE! | NEED

YOUR SCIENTIFIC EXPERTISE!
IT'S THE MOST INCREDIBLE
IDEA I'VE EVER HAD!

LUCKY FOR. Y1OU | UPGRADED
MY ANALYTICAL PROCESSOR
THIS WEEKEND. OH, AND
LEVELED UP MY HEAL SPELL.

THERE | WAS, READING OTHER
CONTENT | COULD

WHEN | REALIZED SOMETHING. TO
STAY ON THE SAFE SIDE OF THE
LAW, I'VE 6OT TO NAB
FROM AN UNTRACEABLE SOURCE.
AND | DON'T KNOW IF YOU'RE
AWARE, BUT I'VE HAD SOME LEGAL
TROUBLES IN THE PAST.

A

WITH THE LAWYER
GUY | LIKE TO INJURE.

| T

| DON'T KNOW. WHY
DOES HE HAVE TO HAVE A
SCHEME COOKING UP ALL
THE TIME?

WE JUST

AROUND ME, HE DOESN'T.

LAST WEEKEND

WENT TO SIX FLAGS AND
KICKED IT.

ONE ELSE IS AWARE OF,
AND FORMAT, AND FOR ALL |

AND PURPOSES, IS JUST SITTING
THERE, FOR ME ALONE TO

COMICS YOU'RE
JI ?

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

ANYWAY, WHAT'S
THE ONLY THING THAT NO FRIEND ~t STURF THAT THE
ALREADY *  CARTOONIST WORKED ON

IS PROBABLYY SIMILAR TO M1 STMLE
INTENTS

BEFORE THIS STRIP.

THE QUESTION

IS, WHERE DO WE FIND
SOMETHING THAT'S
UNPUBLISHED?

SCIENCE? CHEX, I'M
SO LOST RIGHT NOw.

-7 %

| S

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

NEXT: ARCHAEOLO&‘/!]
www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTM
DIGGING FOR CHEX'S PREDECESSORS!

WE'VE 60T TO EXPOSE
THE DELICATE FOSSILS OF
YESTERYEAR, USING MAXIMUM
SCIENTIFIC BONE-FINDING
TECHNOLOGIES.

LIKE THESE
BONES-FINDERS.

STOP IT. | THINK I'VE

FIRST STRIP.

HIS BODY IS ALL
BROKEN AND TWISTED.
GEOLOGICAL UPHEAVAL?

NO, THAT'S HOW

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

DIGGING S THIRSTY

SO FAR | DON'T THINK WE'VE
SEEN ANY EARLYY MATERIAL OR
CHARACTERS YYOU CAN USE.

THESE SEDIMENTS
SHOW THAT WE'VE ONLY
GONE BACK ABOUT FOUR
YEARS. KEEP GOING!

| REFUSE TO BELIEVE
THERE'S NOTHING HERE! I'VE

THERE'S A GOLDMINE
DOWN HERE AND WE'RE
GOING TO FIND IT!

OH 60D, HE'S
STILL ALIVE!

IS THAT ME? FROM
THE FUTURE?! OH, THANK
YOU! YOU'VE BROUGHT ME
FORWARD IN TIME, TO LOOK
UPON MY SUCCESSES, JUST
BEFORE | BEGIN MY
JOURNEM, TO GIVE
ME HOPE/!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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WHAT ARE WE DIGGING IN,
EXACTLY? SOME CONSTRUCT
REPRESENTING THE BULK OF
WORK OF ONE CARTOONIST?

MULTIPLE CARTOONISTS?

THE GROUND.
You ;‘HlNK TOO

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

| THINK WE
JUST STRUCK A
MEGA

1_INE¢\"7?17-/EBLASTHZOMA PAST/l
www.nightlightpress.com




CHECKERBOARD NIGHTM Kristofer Straub

PREDECESSOR(
CAN YOU... UNDER-
STAND... M{ FUTURE
LANGUAGE? FRIEND.
1 FRIEND. 7

AIN'T IT A
PEACH? | MEAN...

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHOA, THERE'S
OTHERS? JIGGITY
JACKPOT!

ALL | KNOW IS, ONE DAY,
| REALIZED | WAS GETTING DRAWN
LESS AND LeSS. THEN We JUST

|~ THE BALLPOINT PEN REALLY N
SUITS YOUR. “"MARGIN DOODLE" LOOK.
LET ME EXPLAIN, 2ERO —— ACCORDING
TO MY ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES, YOU

WERE THE MAIN CHARACTER THAT
EXISTED BEFORE ME.

YOUR. MYTHOS WAS THEN
TOTALLY ABANDONED, AND ! ARRIVED.
FOSSIL RECORDS INDICATE A BODY OF WORK
BEFORE M1 ARRIVAL. | REVIVED YOU, SO
YOU OWE ME ‘YOUR LIFE. | CLAIM RIGHTS T
ALL YOUR BACK STORIES AND CONTENT,
SEE? SIMPLE/!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

Zero is another old character from back when I was about 10. He’s
a little redesigned here to sg)are me some embarrassment. (He used

to wear a mask at all times.

I'D BE YOUR ULTIMATE

DESCENDANT, \fES. | AM

YOUR ARD
NIGHTMARE!

*SNIFP*
MY _ANCESTOR IS
SASSIN' ME.

| ADVISE YOU TO
CURTAIL YOUR SASS.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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MR. ZEBULON, TeLL
CHECKERBOARD I'M SORRY
FOR HITTING HIM, BUT WHAT
HE SAID WAS PRETTY
AWFUL.

RBEOARD NIGHTMA

FEELING ALL RIGHT. | UNDERSTAND
YOU WERE THE STAR BEFORE CHEX
CAME ALONG. AND IF YOU'RE GOING
TO STAY HERE, THAT MEANS YOU'LL

aub
IN THE MEANTIME,
| WANTED TO ASK IF YOU'RE

HAVE TO GET USED TO BEING
A SUPPORTING CAST
MEMBER.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WELCOME BACK,
EVER'YONE. THIS WEEK, WE'VE
GOT SOMEONE NEW WHO MIGHT
BE JOINING US, SO LET'S SAY
HELLO TO ZERO.

ANYWAY, LET'S

WERE TALKING ABOUT AT
LAST WEEK'S MEETING:
TRUS

EXTREMELY. MABE
NOT SO MUCH AT OTHER COMICS,
BUT WE CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

SUPPORTING CAST MEMBERS HAVE LOTS

OF ISSUES TO DEAL WITH. WE RARELYY GET
OUR. OWN SPOTLIGHT STORMLINES. AND IF
YOU'RE GONNA TURN PRINCIPAL, ‘fOU
COULD FIND YOURSELF IN

ANYWAY, HAVE A
LOOK AT THIS. IT'S VERY

ecyof
@ss
"@hrs

ne
¥

<HOWDO‘IOUF€ELABOUT

THAT'S VALID.
VAPORWARE, YOU'RE
CHEX'S CLOSEST FRIEND.

THE SITUATION?

N\ EXISTENCE, AND YOU FELT TAKEN

N
GET BACK INTO WHAT WE

L~ THE UNRAVELED,
YOU WERE TELLING US ABOUT
A TIME CHEX VISITED YOUR. PLANE OF

: ADVANTAGE OF?

disorder is built,
not torn down

fime struggles
in the womb

of the sun)

1
| MEANWHILE, AT THE DIG SITE/ I

/\

2.

NO, LISTEN...
SEE, | HAVE THE PAPERWORK
IN MY... OFFICE... PARK.

| DON'T KNOW IF IT'D
BE RIGHT TO CHOKE
THE UNRAVELED.

COMPLEX.
BUT I SALSASLRE YOU, YOU'RE MY

F 3 TS

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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Soliton.

Qua

Last ianel, in the background: Chrome Boy, Nacho, Zonk, Top
K,



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| 7 meerwe 1s wreerupTED — v -

L'YLE! HEY, YOU DOWN! ME! AND JUST...

GUYS ARE HAVING STARTED DIGGING! DIGGING

A MEETING. UP THE PAST! RIGHT
OVER HERE.

AND THEY'RE
UNEARTHING EVEN MORE

| MEAN, L'YLE! ‘YfOU
GUYS, COME QUICK!
IT'S CHAOS!

2ero! wouve Xer Straub
GOT TO DO SOMETHING,
LIKE FIX IT AND MAKE
IT ALL BETTER!

WHAT MAKES ‘10U
THINK | COULD FIX THIS?
| THINK THEY'RE BETOND

REASON. BesIDeS, IT'S
PRETTY MUCH YOUR

... YOU'RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO EVER SAY
IT'S MY FAULT! WHAT ARE

HE TRIED TO STEAL- OUR
STORIES! JUST BECAUSE HE'S
DRAWN NICER DOECSN'T MAKE

HIM BETTER THAN US!

1S THERE AN END IV SIGHT?/ |
www.nightlightpress.com
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Second panel: Ice, Diving-Man, Human Insect, Spaced-Out (with
the shovel), another incarnation of Zero, Willie the Scientist.

THINK | KNOW JUST HOW

A SCRIBBLE! AND |
IT CAN HELP US OUT OF

i&.‘)} ok 0N
© 2003 Kristofer Straub
The first drawing I ever did was of Laurel and Hardy. All of these

drawings exist in my parents’ garage.

www.nightlightpress.com
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I THIS SCRIBBLE IS EXACTLY

WHAT WE NEED TO REALLY BIND
EVER'TONE TOGETHER! LOOK AT
ITS MANY CURVES, ITS TANGLED,
» SCRAWLED LINES!

SIMPLE, YET

... THIS TAPESTRY,
THAT'S A PART OF ALL OF
US, COMES UNDONE...

SO, YOU'RE
SAING WE ALL HAVE
A COMMON —-

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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Y0V Were AGOUT TO
LEARN SOMETHING!

GET A LOAD OF THE

KID! PRECOCIOUS! LET'
KEEP HIM. VAPORWARE,
DO THE BURYING.

'S

N

CHE

SO LONG,
SCREWIES! SEE ‘fOU
IN... ST. LOUISE.

SUPPOSED TO LEARN A LESSON

YOU'RE DESPICABLE, CQ
CARTOON CHARACTERS ARE

AT THE END OF €ACH STORM!

CED... IN ORDER TO

MAKE WAY FOR A SELF-

ABSORLED, EGOMANIACAL,

UNITARD-WEARING
PERVERT!

www.nightlightpress.com
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TRYING TO RAID THE PAST.

AFTERW) ]
PATCHED THINGS UP,

BOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

SEE, MY MISTAKE WAS

{
AS USUAL, | FAILED!

SO NEXT TIME, |
NEED TO BE A LOT MORE
PREPARED WITH A LOT OF
PRO-CHEX PROPAGANDA, OR
PERHAPS SOME SORT OF
FORCE BEAM.

.. ANYWAY,
ARDS, WE

AND BECAME FAST
FRIENDS.

TOUGH LOVE, L\LE.
TOUGH LOVE BETWEEN
FRIENI

N
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1
EPILOGUE, THREE DAYS LATER... I

I'M WORKING ON A NEW
SPORTS DRINK. I'D ASK YOU TO
TRY IT, BUT YOU'RE A MACHINE
WHO WILL NEVER KNOW NON-
REFRESHMENT.

GHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

<o

THAT'S THE GOOD PART
ABOUT BEING COLD ANI

GET READ' TO
BURN AWAY ‘Y{OUR
THIRST!™

... OH. LMLE.
ABOUT THAT. SEE,
1, UH, WANTED YOU

TO SUFFOCATE.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

l... DIDN'T SEE ANY
GO IN YOUR MOUTH.

WELL, YOU wiLL
WHEN THE LAB RATS
STOP DMING.

ap/ W

www.nightlightpress.com
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CHAPTER 4
NO MILESTONE TOO SMALL
(2003 — Today)

In their relatively brief existence, webcomics have attained a staggering number of milestones. While some
say it is this impossibly large count of important events that makes webcomics a valid art form, others maintain that
it is the webcartoonists’ unyielding desire to catalog the events that validates them. Thus, webcomics as a whole are
every bit as important as Wikipedia’s entry for the Pokémon Clefairy. This is undeniable.

For the purposes of this chapter, the events in which webcomics were recognized in the mainstream media
will be listed under the heading “Mainstream Milestones,” while the events internal to the webcomics community
follow immediately.

Weak Sauce “Everybody Gets a Milestone” Milestones

December 2003. Sean “Squidi” Howard, creator of sprite comic 4 Modest Destiny, threatens to shut down
Penmny Arcade over sprite theft in their forums. The assertion that Howard composed the United States Constitution
is still under scrutiny by the Supreme Court. Watch Howard’s blog for a mention of this page.

August 2004. Keenspot CEO Chris Crosby uproots and purchases an abandoned school in Cresbard,
South Dakota, where many Keenspot operations now take place under the wrathful eye of Pyramid Head, avatar of
Valtiel.

August 2004. Eric Burns begins the webcomics commentary blog Websnark, which would become known
for its lengthy reviews, and would later grow to become more trafficked than any of the webcomics it actually
reviewed.

March 2005. The Daily Grind Iron Man Competition launches, in which over fifty webcartoonists attempt to
go the longest without missing an update for a winnings pot of over $1,000. The competition continues to this day,
as anything divided into several panels counts as a comic. The remaining contestants have been submitting random
Google Image Searches for the last eight months.
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October 2005. A debate is sparked when Scott Kurtz calls webcomics critical review the work of
pretentious blowhards. The googolsyllabic response would take weeks to wade through, primarily due to words like
“googolsyllabic.”

August 2006. World-renowned webcomics expert and high priest T Campbell publishes A4 History of
Webcomics, an ambitious 192-page tome cataloguing the birth and ascent of comics on the internet. A companion
book is planned for fall: 4 History of Webcomics Indices and Endnotes, F=J, Volume 2. Copies of the History are in use
by the United States Navy as diving belt weights.

October 2006. Kristofer Straub publishes Checkerboard Nightmare: A Brief History of Webcomics as a
combination “best of” strip collection, and joshing loveletter to webcomics. Everybody gets all the jokes, are able to
laugh at themselves, and no one is mad at him at all for the fair use of their copyrighted titles and character names.

Mainstream Milestones

November 2003. Penny Arcades charity Child’s Play generates nearly $250,000 in donated money and
gaming equipment for children’s hospitals in the United States. The press runs with the story, explaining how
popular internet animation Pennies in the Arcade raised over $10,500 for culinary institutes in Mexico.

August 2005. The New York Times runs an article about webcomics, mentioning Penny Arcade, PvP, and
Ctri+Alt+Del. Title: Zap! Pow! Comics On The Interzoom?! The columnist attempts to fathom the mind-shattering
paradigm warp of a comic that isn’t in a newspaper.

September 2005. During its Webcomics Telethon, Blank Label Comics raises an estimated $28,635 for the
American Red Cross, for Hurricane Katrina victims. This contribution would become distorted in subsequent press
releases, culminating in a final article titled “Ewi/ Inc.’s Brad Guigar Can Pierce a Car Door With His Erection.”

September 2005. Owen Dunne’s You Damn Kid! is signed by 20th Century Fox Television to be developed
into a sitcom. Fox’s fervent belief in the show is proven by its placement in the “Cancel After Smash-Hit Four
Episodes” production queue.

July 2006. Platinum Studios’ Comic Book Challenge is won by D.]. Coftman of Yirmumah, announced
at San Diego Comic-Con. His winning entry, Hero By Night, is a story about what happens when a young man
stumbles upon the origin story of Captain Marvel, Batman, Thor, and the WB series Charmed.

September 2006. Platinum Studios announces its intentions with the fair Lady Webcomics. Drunk Duck,
a webcomics portal, is offered as a dowry. “A soul so overburdend thus compels I render voice unto my Feelings!”
said Scott Rosenberg, chairman of Platinum, dressed in a velvet top hat, silk cravat with diamond pin, and tails. “Oh,
Webcomics! Oh, mine own!”
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CHECKERBOARD NIGH

WILD, SEX{ AND OUT OF
CONTROL! DOCTOR, WHAT'S

COMING UP, ON THE
YOUR PROFESSIONAL

NEXT DOCTOR HOT...

I'M KIDDING.
WHAT YOU'VE GOT IS
SOME CONTROL ISSUES
WITH YOUR WILD,
SEXt TEEN.

AMN
DOCTOR. AND WHAT'S WITH
THE AMPERSAND? DOCTOR
HOT AND? DOCTOR AND
HOT?2?

N
S, T

PEOPLE. REAL STORIES.

REAL NEXT: THE STORYLINE
NOW THAT'S HOT. DOCTOR HOT.

YOU DEMANDED/

IT. THAT'S WHY HE'S FAMOUS.
AND HERE ! AM, UNABLE TO

GET ANY KIND OF PLAY FOR
MY CATCH PHRASE "BRRR...

I... DON'T KNOwW
WHAT TO TELL YOU,
CHEX? | REALLY

YOU'RE GONNA TELL
ME TO NOT TR AND KILL
TwWO BIRDS WITH ONE STONE
84 DOING SO, SINCE I'LL BE
ON TV AND MAKING A FOOL
OF THAT INFERNAL
.. HOT!

A

N

r Straub

YOU WANT TO TELL
ME TO SHUT UP. HEY, | CAN
TAKE THE HINT. AND

THE HEAT.

ME NOT TO TRY AND GET
ON DOCTOR HOT'S STUPID

SHOW SO | CAN SABOTAGE
IT. BECAUSE | HATE
HIM, YOU KNOW. <

Do You
THE DOCTOR HOT SHOW?

How about...

“MY TEEN IS OUT
OF CONTROL TOO, JUST
LIKE ON YESTERDAY'S

SHOW!"

_ TOMORROW! FHG

BECAUSE YOU
THINK IT'D GIVE ME
IDEAS.

COME ON! TELL
ME HOW | CAN GET

DOCTOR HOT!
)

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

This is not the first appearance of Doctor Hot, Chex’s pop
psychologist arch-nemesis. He was originally a single panel joke
character that became a running gag.
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Doctor Hot was always my least favorite character, even though later
I changed my mind. Now I only hate him for legacy reasons.



DARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

[~ NOW IF | REALLY WANT
TO GO ON THAT SHOW AND GET
HOT —— HEH — I'VE 6GOT TO BE A GUY
WITH A MESSED-UP FAMILY, GAY, OR

AN AUTHOR! SINCE | CAN'T READ,
THE THIRD OPTION IS OUT! A

THE LEAST ‘1OU
COULD DO IS POSE AS
MY HILLBILLY UNCLE! HEY,
ARE YOUR KIDS BACK IN
SCHOOL Y1ET?

I'M GOING
HOME.

YOU'RE WITHHOLDING
COUNSEL?? COME ON,
BABY, I'M SORR' !

BLAST! LOOKS LIKE I'M

GOING TO HAVE TO DO THIS BRI
ALONE...

MR. NIGHTMARE... | WILL
GRANT YOU THIS FAVOR,
BUT KNOW THAT ONE DAY
| MAY ASK YOU FOR A
FAVOR. IN RETURN. LIKE
A SERVO DEGREASING.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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SHOW.

WELL, I'VE GOT A
JUICYY TEEN THAT'S TOTALLY
OUT OF MY CONTROL. MY

CONTROL FACTOR HERE

IS LIKE 2ERO.

... RIGHT. AND | HAVE

TRIED TO EXERT CONTROL. THAT'S

WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT TO ME

THAT THINGS WERE, IN FACT, OUT OF

CONTROL. | WAS JUST UNABLE
TO CONTROL.

Aum_v, | HAVE -rwo\L
CHILDREN, A BOYf AND A GIRL.

BOTH ARE EQUALLYY BEYOND CONTROL.
IT DEPENDS ON, fOU KNOW, WHICH
YOU THINK WOULD BE A BETTER GUEST.
BECAUSE | COULD, LIKE, BRING MY SON,
OR |F YOU'D RATHER A HOT GIRL, I'D
JUST —— OH, NO PROBLEM! M\
DAUGHTER WAS THE WORSE
ONE, GOOD CHOICE.

MM-HMM.
| WOULD CLASSIFY

© 2003 Kristofer Stralp

www.nightlightpress.com
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AN

MY VENGEANCE ON
DOCTOR HOT HAS TO BE
PERFECT! WE'LL ONLYf GET
ONE SHOT AT THIS ON LIVE TV.
AT LEAST, BEFORE | GET MY
OWN SHOW. IT'S GONNA
HAPPEN!

WHAT DID THAT GUY
EVER DO TO ‘YOU?
HE'S JUST A HACKY

ARRIVE IN STUDIO!

HOT SHOW. AND THANKS FOR

BEING ON THE DOCTOR

WATCHING THIS MANDATOR'
PRE-TAPING VIDEO. I'M DR
ELIAS HOT.

THERE ARE A FEW

HOT GROUND RULES FOR
YOUR. FIRST TIME ON MY SHOW.
STICK TO 'EM, AND WE'LL

p

D NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

REMEMBER, ‘fOU'RE HERE TO
HEAL. AND | CAN HELP YOU, AS
I'VE HELPED MILLIONS WITH MY
BESTSELLING BOOKS, "DOCTOR
HOT'S GUIDE TO INTIMACY" AND

"COOL YOUR ANGER WITH DOCTOR
HOT!(" BUT YOU'VE GOT TO COME
HALFWAY. AND THAT MEANS
LETTING IT ALL OUT. THE TRUTH
BEHIND YYOUR RELATIONSHIP
PROBLEMS. DON'T LEAVE ANY
DIRTY, NASTY DETAILS OUT... THE
TIME YOU SLEPT WITH YOUR AUNT
COULD BE THE KEYY TO UNLOCKING
REPI HEALTHS. SO DON'T
BE AFRAID TO SPILL YOUR GUTS!
I'LL BE THERE TO HELP YOU OUT/!

BECAUSE IT'S CRAP!
AND HE'S CRAP. OH SURE, |
LIKED HIS BOOKS ON HEALING THE

INTERNAL SELF, AND THE OTHER
ONE ABOUT INTERNALIZING SELF-
HEALING, BUT —— WELL, TAKE MY
WORD FOR. IT, | KNOW A FAKE
WHEN | SEE ONE.

NOw, HELP
ME DEVISE A POETIC
F REVENGE/!
N
i
4 "

[ S
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YOU SHOULD JUST STAND
NEAR HIM. OR. SHAKE HIS

HAND, | BET THERE'LL BE

SOME KIND OF EXPLOSION.

www.nightlightpress.com

HEAL ‘YOUR SELF-INTERNAL-
IZATION... AND GET READY TO
GREA

YOU CAN STAY HOT.

LISTENING! THIS IS
'HOT!

DOCTOR HOT SAYING,
"HOT!" HOTBYE!

NOW THAT'S HOT!
N A \ =1
A)w gEEELgX--- Tﬁ DO YOU THINK. | SHOULD

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

MENTION THE ABUSE AND
NEGLECT BEFORE, OR
AFTER THE SECOND
COMMERCIAL BREAK?

BEFORE! B THEN

THEVY'LL BE PLAYING UP

THE ADULTERY ANGLE!
Focus!!

www.nightlightpress.com
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JOINING US NOw ARE
TWELVE-YEAR-OLD BEYONCE,
AND HER FATHER CHESSBOARD

NIGHTER. GIVE US A BIG
-TOR HOT HELLO!

WELCOME BACK
TO THE SHOW, EVERYONE!
HEY EVERYYBODY! ARE WE
GONNA GET HOT?

YOU'RE HOT-TOOTIN'
WE ARE! LET'S MEET OUR
NEXT HOT GUESTS!

BBEYONC‘E ?n‘d "CHE.}’(é:EIi,NIGgI'l'f DI‘_
eyonce is totally wild and out o
ycontrol. Ches}; guy is the dad H °T

HE MEANS
"HOT, " DOCTOR. HOT.
RIGHT, DAD?

RIGHT, m

DOCTOR, MY DAUGHTER
IS HORRIBLE, ABUSIVE,
AND TOTALLY STACKED!
WHAT CAN | DO??

STOP TRYING TO RUN
MY LIFE. STOP. STOP,
DAD. I'M AFRAID.

NEXT: CHEX'S REVENGE
ON THE BAD DOCTOR/!

\
© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE
ENOUGH! DOCTOR

SO, CHESS, YOUR
DAUGHTER CERTAINLY HAS
A REBELLIOUS STREAK. BUT AS
HOT AS IT MAY SEEM ON THE
OUTSIDE, SHE'S MISSING THE
HOTNESS THAT COUNTS —
THE HOT WITHIN.

SHOW AND SHOW 10U FIRSTHAND
N THAT NOTHING BEATS MY
CATCH PHRASE —

SO I'M
GONNA —

IS THAT HOW
YOU AND YOUR WIFE
FELT, BEFORE HER
UNHOT DEATH?

CHEXERBORNE OR SOMETHING DI'
Irate father irate over hot, sexy H °-r
daughter sexily hotting it up

"STAB ‘YOU IN
THE FACE WITH

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

Chex attempts to fight Doctor Hot with catch phrases. Ultimate
failure.

HOT — IF THAT IS YOUR REAL N
NAME — THIS CHARADE HAS GONE

ON TOO LONG! "HOT?{" WHAT KIND OF
JUNK CATCH PHRASE IS THAT?! | CON—
COCTED THIS SCHEME TO GET ON YOUR.

www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub THE DIRECTION

TR S E e,
Wi
BULLET THIS TIME. TO HAVE A LIVE TRASH TALK SHOW

WHEN THINGS LIKE THIS WERE
BOUND TO HAPPEN.

THEN PEOPLE
STARTED TO WONDER
WHY IT HADN'T HAPPENED
BEFORE, AND THAT'S WHEN
THEY FOUND OUT ALL THE
GUESTS WERE GETTING
PAID OFF TO ACT —

DON'T LECTURE
ME, L\LE. | MEAN
REALLM.

VAPORWARE !
EMERGENCYY VAUDEVILLE
ROUTINE TWENT\-

LLE, | UNDERSTAND
YOU'RE A LAWYER, AND YOU
NEED WORK, BUT WHEN | DON'T
END UP IN TRIAL, YOU DON'T GET
THE RIGHT TO DENOUEMENT
ME TO DEATH, OKAY?

ALL THAT

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR h

P.R. NIGHTMARE
DET. VAEDRWICZ'
HAEIJ ACTION

TONIGHT’S EPISODE

Kristofer Straub

7/ HOW MUCH MORE
OF THIS REGULATION
HORSEHOCKEY DO wWe

TO, CHIeF?

‘MAXIMUM BULLETS"

OUR RECKLESS LITTLE
INT” ON THE UNFINISHED

FRECWAY OVERPASS KILLED
THIRTY/-THREE AMISH!

YOU'RE BGOTH PLAYING

K1
"STU)

YOU'RE A DANGER
TO THE CITY... AND TO
M7 CAREER! HAND IN 40U\
DeES, "
YOU'RE OFF THE
FORCE.

[

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

(

MENACE!

NEXT: "ALL POINTS BULLET-IN!"
www.nightlightpress.com

The Hard Action Squad saga was also supposed to be a one-oft gag,

that being this strip alone, in spite o

f the “Next” narration.

CHECKERBOARD NIGH

NOW BACK TO
HARD ACTION SOQUAD!

, GET DOWN,
o SUCKA!

WHOA!! HARD
A?;IGION SQUAD?1?

J )

COO
I'M coolt

-

K

7

an
COOL, VAPOR,

THAT'S COOL! JUST
LAST NIGHT --

© 2003

THOSE BULLETS |
SHOULD HOLD THOSE
FLMERS IN PLACE.

HANG ON, PARDNER —-—
LOOKS LIke HARD ACTION
CZUAAD IS ABOUT TO GET

S NEXT: "JIM J. BULLET!"

www.nightlightpress.com
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P.R., ARE T
YOV CRAZ7212 THAT

HARD ACTION SQUAD
CONTINUES... NOW!

DAMN! NO LEADS, NO
INFORMANTS! LOPEZ SURE
KNOWS HOW TO Sweep uP

HIS TRACKS!

YEAH, WeLL, we'Re
ABOUT TO UNSWEEP THeM!
HOLD ON!

CALLIT A
HUNCH, VAPOR! CALL

EXPLOSIVES FACTORY

PLOSIV
( HAS BEEN AGANDONED
FOR MONTHS!

IT A HUNCH!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

WELL PLAYED,
HARD ACTION SQUAD.
GUT TO GET TO LOPE;

NEXT: "THE BULLET-ZER PRIZE!" |

www.nightlightpress.com

Astute readers will notice that one of Lopez’s gang is Electric Light

Orchestra frontman Jeff Lynne.
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OUT, P.R.I THIS
PLACE IS LOADED WITH
EXPLOSIVES! wee GOT TO
GE CAREFUL AND NOT HIT
THOSE JET FUEL TANKS!

€ BN
T v

BMM guwm
BUM Bl
THOSE
FUEL TANKS ARC
LIKE CONCENTRATED
DYNAMITE! LOOK
ouTt

CUE!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

WATCH [T! IF ONE

[~——

THERE! BEHIND ONE
OF THE FUEL TANKS!

}A

NEXT: "SHOOTING BULLETS!"-l
www.nightlightpress.com




THAT THING'S
GONNA eLow!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE _ by Kristofer Straub

ALONG WITH

m

# PRONOUNCED "BAIR-EE-OH' |

YOU'RE SAFG NOW NINO.
WE'RE THE = well,
ACTUALI—“I A SPQCIALLW—
FORMED ARM OF THE POLICE
DESIGNED TO TAKE ON THE
TOUGHEST TASKS.

GRACIAS, HOMBRES
DE LA ESCUADRILLA DE
ACCIONES DIFICILES!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

DAMMIT, P.R... WHEN KIDS
GET CAUGHT IN THE |
CROSSFIRE ... WHAT KIND

OF A CRAZY WORLD
ARE WE LIVIN' IN, MAN?I?

TAKE HIM DOWN.

NEXT: "BULLETSEYE!" |
www.nightlightpress.com

LOPEZ IS GIVING

NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

US THE RUNAROUND,
GUT WE'RE GONNA LINK HIM
TO THAT DRUG SHIPMENT,
OR WE'RE NOT MEMBERS
OfF HARDgw ACTION

GET ME BALLISTICS,
CHIEF. IF M1 HUNCH IS
CORRECT, THE BULLETS IN
THIS TRASH BAG SHOULD
MATCH THE BULLETS FROM
THAT OTHER TRASH BAG.

HAND OVER
YOUR BADGES, LADIES.
THE MAOR'S CLIMBING
THE WALLS! PRETTY SOON,
WE'RE ALL GONNA Bg IN
A GREAD LINE!

we ALRCADY

GAVE 10U OUR BADGES,
CHIEF... WHAT'S THe

DeAL?

'l TELL Y0V
WHAT THE "DEAL" IS! EVEN
YOUR UNORTHODOX TACTICS

WE'RE PAST DEAD-
' UINE! FINITO! DEAD IN
THE WATER! GAME

OVER, LADIES!
4
=~ I\tf"
— \
7 -

THIS ISN'T LIKE Y0V,

] CHIEF! WHAT Glves?
© 2003 Kristofer Strau

Tghtpress.com

Hard Action Squad did continue with three parts, the others in color.
I'm thinking about doing a one-shot HAS comic book. There is
demand! I'd hate to disappoint those three guys.
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A SWEETHEART,
LYLE *HIC*

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHERE'S CHEX?
WASN'T HE SUPPOSED TO DO
A COMIC YESTERDAY?

=
-

| THINK HE'S

BUT WHY? IS HE
DEPRESSED? | THOUGHT
HE WAS BACK ON THAT SIX-STEP
SELF-DENIAL PROGRAM. THAT
HE HAD DEVELOPED.

MAYBE NOT. |

NIGHT MIXING UP
SOME LISTERITAS.

RBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

NOwW TELL ME
I'M DOING YOU A SOLID!
ASK ME TO DO YOU
A SOLID.

CHEX!
YOU TO DO ME A BIG FAVOR.
AND FRANKLY, YOU OWE
ME A COUPLE.

BI6 GUY! {OU CAN
TOTALLY COUNT ON ME
TO DO YOU A SOLID!

TO ME. THERE WAS A LEGAL
SEMINAR. | WAS GOING TO ATTEND
ALL THIS WEEK, BUT IT 6GOT

NO. NOwW LISTEN >
CANCELLED, ALL RIGHT?

HEYY CHEX, ARE ‘1OU ALL
RIGHT IN THERE? |, UH, HAVE
A GREAT IDEA FOR AN EIGHT-
TIER. MEDIA-MERCHANDISING
DOVETAIL APPROACH.

YOU'RE SUCH

I

ANYWAY, IT... SORT
OF COINCIDED WITH MY
MOTHER-IN-LAW'S VISIT

FRESNO.

CONVENTION, ... HAVE
TO STAY AT HOME AND HEAR
ABOUT HOW HORRIBLE A
SON-IN-LAW | AM.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com

'The recipe for Chex’s Classic Listerita is as follows. You will need 8

oz. Jose Cuervo 1800 Tequila, 3 oz. Grand Marnier, 5 oz. Listerine
FreshBurst mouthwash, 1 can frozen lemonade (pulpless),

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

2 small limes, a healthy squirt of Colgate mint flavor toothpaste,
and enough ice or water to fill the blender. Extract the juice from
the two limes. Combine ingredients in one standard size blender.



HONEY, | KNOW
YOUR MOM CAN'T STAY
FOR. LONG, BUT | DON'T
THINK | CAN EVEN STAY
OVER FOR DINNER.

YOU KNOW SHE
WANTS TO SEE ‘fOU. AND
| TALKED TO HER TO CUT

TRAIN, THE STATION,
AND THE THING. IT'S
JUST BAD TIMING.

—
]

RD NIGHT

N 7

| HOPE YOU MENTIONED
TO HER | DON'T LIKE BEING
COMPARED TO YOUR EX
EVERY FIVE MINUTES.

AND YYOU

KNOW | DID! AND |
DON'T LISTEN WHEN SHE
STARTS THAT. SHE JUST...
DIDN'T WANT A LAWMER,
YOU KNOW THAT.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| LYLE'S SLEEPOVER CONTINUES! |—

MORNING, BUDDY. HOW'D
YOU SLEEP? OR DID THE
GUILT OF LYING TO ‘YOUR

IFE KEEP YOU AWAKE?

JUST CHEX SLEEP-
TALKING ABOUT CARRIE-

TO CUDDLE ME.

ANNE MOSS. AND TRYING A

NOw HE'S BEEN IN HIS
ROOM THE PAST THREE HOURS,
JUST TALKING. | HEAR HIM GOING
"REAL-TIME... PEER-TO-PEER....
CHEFS! NO... HOW ABOUT... BULLET
TIME... PIRATE... SEGWAS! NO..."

T —

WELL, WHAT DID YOU
) EXPECT? HE'S ALWAYS
TRYING TO COME UP
WITH SOMETHING.

/

MY TRAIN'S LEAVING IN AN
HOUR. I'LL CALL FROM THE
CONVENTION CENTER BYE

KIDS LOVE ‘YOU

LOVE YOU!

MAYBE IF THINGS ARE
SLOwW, YOU CAN COME
BACK SUNDA'Y BEFORE SHE
LEAVES TOWN.

N 2

N’

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

SNXXXX... *SMACK SMACK*
OH, WINONA, | DIDN'T KNOW YOU
LIKED ME SO MUCH... HOST THE
ACE AWARDS? YOU BET... 2222...
OH NO, I'M NAKED... AND NO ONE'S
LOOKING! ... THAT'S BETTER.
SNXXXXXK

www.nightlightpress.com

(It helps to start with the toothpaste directly on the blades, so none
of your guests experience a “mint slug”in their drinks.) Blend until
smooth. Garnish with one of those sword-floss-toothpick things.

| GUESS IT'S JUST
ODD. | MEAN, | NEVER
REALLY SAW HOW CHEX LIVES
DAY TO DAY. | JUST... FORGOT
HE DOESN'T ACTUALLY

STILL EMPLOYYMENT.

WELL,
SPENDS A LOT OF
TIME SUCKING UP TO
THE BOSS, IS ALL.

SN’

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

www.nightlightpress.com
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' WHO WANTS A VEGETABLE,
LYLE? WHO WANTS ONE? I'LL
TELL YOU. A LOSER. MARE IF
YOU'RE LUCKY, I'LL TELL ‘YOU
WHY THAT IS THE CASE.

HERE? I'VE BEEN LIVING ON
PROCESSED MEATS THE
> PAST THREE DA'YS.

YOU HEARD RIGHT.
CONSUMERS SHOULDN'T "OR." NEITHER. FUN SHAPE
TRUST EARTH AND NATURE, IS COVERED.

ALL SPRAWLING WITH GERMS

OF MEAT-O™ EXTRUDED MEAT

SHAPTS? | KNOW IT'S GOT THE
RIGHT BALANCE OF SODIUM,

HYDROLYZED CORN GLUTEN,
AND ANIMAL COMPONENTS £
FOR M BODY.

PLUS... LETTUCE
AND BANANAS DON'T COME
SHAPED LIKE CASPER OR

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

WHY, HELLO, MRS.
2EBULON. GEE, THAT'S
A LOVELY DRESS YOU'RE

WEARING TODAV!

HI, VAPORWARE!
KIND OF A SURPRISE TO
SEE YOU HERE. IF YOU COME

—

ANY CLOSER, I'M CALLING y

NO, NOTHING LIKE THAT.
| WAS WONDERING IF
L/LE WAS AROUND... ?

NOT THIS WEEK\

YOU KNOW HE'S AT THAT
LEGAL CONVENTION IN

... OHHH, WAIT A SECOND.
| FORGOT. | DIDN'T COME HERE
TO TALK TO LYLE. IF | WANTED
TO SEE HIM, I'D 6O TO CHEX'S

, WHERE HE'S LYING ABOUT

ATTENDING A CANCELLED LEGAL

CONVENTION, TO HIDE FROM HIS
AWFUL MOTHER-IN-LAW.

... OOPS. | GUESS
MY "LYING FOR LYYLE
ALGORITHMS" ARE
"MALFUNCTIONAL."

ALSO, WHEN YYOU
CONFRONT HIM, COULD
YOU WEAR THIS, AND
HOLD THIS? GREAT.

THE FLINTSTONES.

© 2003 Kristofer www.nightlightpress.com

Another thing I enjoyed exploring was Chex’s love of really awful

junk food. This is done in greater detail in a couple other storylines.

90
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HEY. HEY LYLE. HEY.
HOW'S IT, UH, GOING
TODAY? GOING GOOD?

... YEAH, | GUESS.
CHEX IS MAKING FISH-
STICKS FOR LUNCH, WITH
REAL FISH.

| GUESS EVERYYTHING
TURNED OUT ALL RIGHT
FOR YOU THIS WEEK, EH?

ASIDE FROM HAVING
TO SLEEP IN CHEX'S BED ON
ACCOUNT OF THE COUCH BEING
REUPH

OBLIVIOUS, ISN'T SHE? | BET SHE'LL
BE HAPPY TO SEE YOU STROLL IN
THE DOOR. TOMORROW MORNING.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

| HAVE NO MOUTH,
BUT | MUST SMIRK.

1
—J

4

Q \/

D\ NEXT: CONFRONTATION |

www.nightlightpress.com

”
4

[

/

i
)

ARE ouT
LYLE'S HOUSE? | THOUGHT \
\ THIS STORMLINE WAS ABOUT |/
N\ MY WACKY LIFESTMLE. 7/
BOING! s

\
P

WE STAKING \

-4 SHHHH. | HAVE REASON

| 1'o THINK | GOT LVLE
N TROUBLE Wi

| PRECIOUS HU-MAN WIFE

| THIS IS SO AWESOME.

WELL... \
YEAH. = — _ _

~ <

BUT THAT'S SN
FUNNY! EVERYONE

LOVES THAT. REMEMBER HOw

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

MUCH THAT GUY LAUGHED THAT !

ONE TIME? REMEMBER? 7
OH MAN!

THIS IS A DIFFERENT KIND
OF CHOKING. LIKE A CHOKING
OF HIS PRIDE. BEST OF ALL, HIS
BREATHING S UNINTERRUPTED.

1

ARE OU SERIOUS? S
/" THAT'S COLD, VAPORWARE.
| TOOK HM INTO MY HOME
\ IN CONFIDENCE! YOU'RE
\ GONNA GET ME IN ’
TROUBLE TOO! s

- e = ———

T SHHHH. YoU THINK
IT'S OKAY FOR ME TO
| CHOKE HIM, RIGHT?

I BACK TO HOW MUCH

\ THAT ONE GUY LIKED IT. |

\ HE WAS LOVING IT{ 7
LOVING ME! 2

YOU JUST HAVE THAT |
STAR QUALITY. |

wor N1

DAMN! ! N
"47

—

CH,Eﬂ"“:UOARD NIGHTMARE Jwaf-‘sIQfer Straub

HEY CHIEF. WHY

| S
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GUYS, | WAS UPSET

AND WHAT DO PLEASE DON'T PUNISH
| DON'T HEAR ANYTHING YOU TWO THINK. YOUR HUSBAND! HE HAD GOOD AT FIRST... BUT THIS TIME
REASON TO HIDE! SHE REALL\ | CAN'T REALLY BLAME HIM. MY MOM

RAN ME RAGGED IN THE LAST WEEK,
| COULDN'T WAIT TO SEND HER HOME.
IF LMYLE WAS HERE, IT WOULD HAVE
BEEN EVEN WORSE.

FROM INSIDE THE HOUSE. DO YOU'RE DOING HERE?

YOU THINK HE'S DEAD? DID LOOK LIKE A HORRIBLE

OLD CRONE!

... I'M SERIOUS! WHAT
WILL IT TAKE TO WIN YOUR
FORGIVENESS?(?

WHAT'S GOING
ON IN HERE?

IF HE IS, YOU'RE IN
HELLA TROUBLE, {OUNG
MAN —- LOOK! HIS MOM-
IN-LAW'S SEEN US!!

"HONEST IS THE
BEST POLITICS.”

| HAD NO IDEA CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE | FIVE DAYS LATER/ |
YOU WERE PLAYING WAS FILMED BEFORE A LIVE N WHEW! AND | ESCAPE
LYLE'S MOTHER-IN-LAW/! STUDIO AUDIENCE. COMPLICITY TO ESCAPE
MAN, THIS IS HYPER- IT ANOTHER DAY/ | FORBID ‘fOU
TO GO OUT WITH

MY MOTHER-IN-LAW
AGAIN.

TAWNI AND | ARE GOING
TO SEE LION KING IN TWO
HOURS. I'LL TELL HER
YOU SAID HELLO.

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS OH, THAT'S GREAT.

Denise Williams LYLE DIDN'T EVEN GET
INJURED! WHAT DO
GET OUT OF THIS?

YOU KNOw

ME —— IF THERE'S A

CASTING FOR A HOT, HIGH-

PROFILE OLDER MOM,
I'M THERE.

Tom Blackman

www.nightlightpress.com

www.nightlightpress.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub
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HEY LYLE! GUESS
WHO'S AN UNMITIGATED

I'M GOING TO
GO OUT ON A LIMB AND
SAY YOU ARE.

SHH! NO TIME TO

CHIT-CHAT! IN A FEW HOURS,

I’ GONNA BE PROPELLED TO
IOSPHERE OF

THE ION STARDOM! )
I'M ALMOST AT MY GOAL. LIKE...
THE VAN ALLEN BELTS.

OH. | GUESS |
ALREADY TOLD YYOU. WELL,
WHERE'S VAPORWARE? WE
GOTTA FILL HIM IN!

VAPORWARE(
IT WORKED! | SENT THOSE
SAMPLES TO A BUNCH OF WEBCOMICS

THIS WON'T AFFECT
MY TRYING TO CHOKE
LMLE, RIGHT?

COP{ING SOMEONE ELSE'S WORK —
THEY PROBABLY THOUGHT IT WAS
BRILLIANT SATIRE!

BUT WE'RE IN,

IT WON'T AFFECT

ANYTHING BUT MY NUMBERS!

BECAUSE BABY —— | JUST
SOLD OUT.

oy o 8;

NEXT: MORE OF THE SAME/! -l

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.nightlightpress.com

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com

This strip was the first Checkerboard Nightmare when it moved to
Keenspot.
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HEY. HAVE MY
AUTOGRAPH.

VAPORWARE, OLD v ALL
BOY, HIT THAT FIRST LINK s p,_A'ZZVOF :ﬁ QwN
IN MY "FAVORITES!" | "BOOK- BEAUTIFUL. | WHERE I'LL BE ABLE
MARKED" THE "WEB-SIGHT" TO STAND OUT!
THAT'S GOING TO PROPEL ME <

HOW DID THAT SOUND?
| THINK I'VE GOT PLACATING
PEOPLE WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY

A LOT OF PEOPLE TEND
TO OVERLOOK INTERPERSONAL
SKILLS LIKE THAT WHEN THEY HIT
WHAT BEHAVIORISTS REFER TO
AS "THE BIG TIME."

I'M SWITCHING

RY O S
A SUBS‘L\J)B\GSH\NG con

g
OMNIMID GLOBAL

CHEX, I" ]

TS SERIOUSLY, CHEX. | JIKES!

e BUT WEREN'T OU BADMOUTHING KNOW WE'RE FRIENDS AND SOME PERVERT IS

THEM AS LATE AS LAST WEEK FOR ALL BUT, APTER ALL THE FREE TRYING TO PROPOSITION

‘_\ NOT LETTING YOU JOIN? LEGAL ADVICE, PUBLIC DEFENSE AND ME! BETTER PLAY

OH YEAH! '\ EAGER KEEPING YOU OUT OF PRISON, IT COOL.

TO GET STARTED ON MAKING
ADS, SO | STAYED UP ALL NIGHT

| REALLY WONDER WHEN I'M
WITH A RANDOM BUZZWORD y

N

HEY. HAVE MY
AUTOGRAPH/!

GOING TO, YOU KNOw. BE
COMPENSATED.

|

N
© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com
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VAPORWARE AND L‘1LE CHAT!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

I'M CONCERNED
ABOUT HOW CHEX IS
TAKING THIS MOVE TO
KONGLOMERATE.

HE SEEMS
HAPPY ENOUGH. | DON'T
REMEMBER THE LAST TIME
HE SAT ON THE ROOF ALL
NIGHT, HOOTIN'.

NAH, BUT | MEAN — USUALLY
HE HAS TO USE SOME GIMMICK
TO ACHIEVE A LITTLE TASTE OF

PARCEL, WITHOUT A GIMMICK,
WITHOUT CHANGING. WHAT
WILL HE REVERT TO IF
SOMETHING GOES WRONG?

MY GOD.

-

| THE STOR'YLINE LURCHES FORWARD/!

SO... CHEX, YOU
HAVEN'T ACTUALLYY DONE
ANYTHING LATELY BESIDES

CELEBRATE.

WHY FIX WHAT'S
NOT BROKEN? HITS ARE UP,
LACK OF HITS IS DOWN, PAGEVIEWS
PER... | DON'T KNOW WHAT ALL THE
SERVER STATS MEAN, BUT SOME
OF THE BARS ON THE GRAPH _

WE DON'T KNOW WHAT HE'D
DO -- WHAT HE'S CAPABLE OF
DOING IF HE FAILS THIS TIME.
HE MIGHT DO SOMETHING
RASH... LIKE EXPLODE.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

HEY CHEX. | WAS... JUST
ABOUT TO INJURE L\LE.
WANT TO NOT STOP ME?

DON'T HAVE
TIME! THIS HOOTIN'
ISN‘T GOING TO GET
DONE 8'f ITSELF/

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

... OR ‘fELLOW! SO THERE'S
REALLY NOTHING | NEED TO
DO! DON'T YOU SEE? I'VE MADE
IT. AFTER THREE LONG YEARS OF
CRANKING OUT THIS MISERABLE
WEBCOMIC, I'VE BEEN PICKED
UP! THERE'S NOTHING LEFT TO
ACCOMPLISH, EXCEPT SIT AROUND
WITH A SATISFIED GRIN ON MY
FACE BENEATH THE BENEVOLENT
KONGLOMERATE LOGO!

... EYESORE!
THAT... THAT JUST
SITS ATOP ALL MY
WORK! !

A

CALL THE HEAD OF
KONGLOMERATE! TELL HIM
I'M ON MY WAY DOWN THERE.
WE NEED TO TALK!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

At the time I joined, there was discussion in the Private forum
about redesigning the logo and updating the site’s look.
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CHEX PAYS A VISIT TO
KONGLOMERATE HQ/!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub
| THE MEETING CONTINUES!

ANYHOW, DAVE,

SINCE fOU GRACIOUSLYY —— AND

pAR N AT N
MR. NIGHTMARE, ON BOARD KONG , I'VE B

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO N\, THINKING ABOUT HOW TO MAKE

THE OFFICE? THIS GROUP BETTER.
CHEX, D‘ASE AND WHAT BETTER

WAY TO DO THAT, THAN BY
< UPDATING YOUR HIDEOUS LOGO >

OH, | UNDERSTAND THAT
LESSER COMICS NEED THE SUPPORT.
BUT AT WHAT POINT DO YOU CUT
THE UMBILICAL?

... AND I'M ALL FOR
THE OTHER COMICS LINKING
TO ME, BUT IF | THEN LINK TO

HERE'S A LIST

AND SITE DESIGN, BEFORE CUTTING
SOME OF THE CRAPPY, CHICKEN-
‘fou SCRATCH COMICS THAT ARE

HOLDING US BACK?

PLEASE CALL
ME MR. DENTON.

TRUST ME,
NO ONE wiLL KNOwW
WHO THEYY WERE IN

TEN YEARS.

> M'TAvet—: YoU 0
DON'T UNDERSTAND
How IT — S

WE NEED TO SHOW THE
COMPANY'S DUALITY — QUALITY,
REPRESENTED BY WHITE, JUXTAPOSED
WITH DYNAMISM, WHICH | USE A
BLACK TO SYYMBOLIZE. q

CHEX, | APPRECIATE OUR
TRYING TO MAKE KONGLOMERATE
BETTER, BUT PERHAPS IF 1OU WERE I'M SENSITIVE TO THE
WILLING TO COMPROMISE — FACT THAT BIG CORPORATIONS
> —( ARE AVERSE TO CHANGE. YOU NEED

YOU'RE STILL
SHOWING ME THE
SAME ONES.

TO BE SENSITIVE TO THE FACT THAT
YOUR IDEAS ARE STUPID.

THIS MEETING IS ALL
ABOUT COMPROMISE! I'VE

‘mwm,wmz e
E
g B

www.checkerboardnightmare.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub

PROPOSAL o oy
HOT Mew
a Losos)

IRONGIORERS it

YNCLE Og

[
AT

ReiLbdi

PRESENTS

=8

3. CHECKERBOARD p,

l... DON'T
LIKE ANY OF
— D THOSE.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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AND THE WAY I'VE
BEEN TREATED DOESN'T
SEEM TO INDICATE THAT THEY

WANT TO KEEP ME. AND YOU
KNOW, | WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED
TO LEARN THEY WERE MAN-
HANDLING ALL THEIR. OTHER
PROPERTIES TOO!

| CAN'T BELIEVE
THIS! MY NEW BOSS, WHO
I'D LIKE TO THINK LISTENS TO
FRESH TALENT, THANKED ME FOR
MY SUGGESTIONS, OFFERED ME A
COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST AND
COFFEE, AND HIS VALETS HAD
MY VAN ALL WASHED WHEN
| 60T BACK.

LYLE! GO TALK TO HIM.
IF THIS KONGLOMERATE
THING DOESN'T WORK OUT
FOR HIM, HE'S GOING TO
G0 ON A RAMPAGE!

LISTEN, | KNOW
YOU'RE WORRIED ABOUT
HIM, BUT... MAYYBE THIS WILL

THE AUDACITY!

BE ENOUGH TO REALLYY TEACH
HIM A LESSON, SO HE CAN
GROW AS A —

AT SOME POINT
THEY'RE GOING TO
HAVE TO REALIZE 10U
DON'T TREAT TALENT

LIKE THIS! :

IF YOU NEED ME, I'LL
BE IN MY LAIR

NOW. IF THEY WANT ME,

THEY NEED TO MEET
MY TERMS.

N

UISTEN, CHEX. I'M

... BY THE WAY, GOING TO TELL YOU STRAIGHT.
SINCE WHEN DOES HE THOSE WERE JUST VAPORWARE DOESN'T LIKE WHAT FAME NO, Voé-{; S#f\P
HAVE A LAIR? PATIO CHAIRS STACKED HAS DONE TO YOU. AND I DON'T LIKE IT ouT {

EITHER. NOW YOU'RE COMPLAINING ABOUT

SINCE HE HAD THE
THRONE PUT IN.

HEY! MY THRONE

N

© 2003 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com © 2003 Kristofer Straub
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THE INEVITABLE!

" A LETTER CAM
E
FOR. CHEX TODAY. IT'S
FROM KONGLOMERATE'S
HOME OFFICE. IT'S

CH
ECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub
| LYLE, LISTEN TO ME. | THINK 1

| KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN
CHEX ONCE HE CONFRONTS THS
LATEST, GREATEST PAILURE:
WILL CEASE TO EXIST. HE
WILL SIMPLY VANISH INTO
NOTHINGNESS.

VERY THIN.
UH OH. | BET IT'S OVER
CHEX GOT uwueoo AND
IS GOING TO FIND OUT.

SPACETIME DNA.
AND FUTURE MATH.

N
THEN WE HAVE TO
FIND A WAY TO BREAK IT
TO CHEX AS GENTLY
AS POSSIBLE.

OKAY, WE COULD BREAK
NEws O HIA ON- A GIANT
BILLBOARD WITH HIS PICTURE.

BIG BILLBOARD.

Ay

NO. AT LEAST THEN HE"
GOT A GIANT slu,soﬁé
WITH HIS PICTURE.

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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OMNIMID GLOBAL PUBLISHING CONSORTIUM

1 Viselike Circle
San Mateo, CA 93401

Dear Konglomerate Associate andzor Property:

Due to the fallout of recent meetings with several prominent
motion picture studios, we regret to inform you that our subsidiary,
Konglomerate, is being shelved. The movie studios independently
shared concerns with a number of qualities surrounding the
Konglomerate brand, particularly the classic Konglomerate logo

which sits atop all of your work.
As you may know, Omnimid had counted on the success of these
meetings to supply the 24,000% growth specified in our quarterly

prospectus. Without that meager increase, Omnimid can no longer

justify the upkeep of Konglomerate. Our contract with each of

you is hereby terminated.
Perhaps if we had a logo that jointly portrayed the company’s

commitment to quality, juxtaposed with the company’s culture
of dynamism, there would have been a different outcome to this

situation.

}T?gards'

ercival J. S¢ettbogém
CFO, Omnimid Global Publishing Consortium

A Subsidiary of Uniglobe Petrochem

L
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| EPILOGUE! |
— 1

... CHEX! YOU'RE
STILL ALIVE! AND
YOU'RE SMILING !

OF COURSE | AM!
IT LOOKS LIKE I BAILED

TE JUST
IN TIME/!

AND I'M A MINE,
SO PLUMB MY INKYY

BUT THERE IS ONE

THING I'VE LEARNED FROM
ALL THIS. WEBCOMICS ARE A
WASTE OF TIME. I'VE SPENT
TOO MUCH TIME AND ENE’IZ(:V

I'M LOATHE TO
POINT IT OUT TO ‘fOU,
BUT YOU'RE... NOT UPSET THAT,
IF ONLYY THEY'D LISTENED TO YOU,

MOVIE RIGHT NOw?

YOU DON'T GET
UPSET WHEN THIEVES

TWENTY MINUTES HENCE/! I_

I'M BUSY WITH
THIS CURBE!

© 2003 Kristofer Straub
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IF YOU'RE TRYING
TO TELL ME SOMETHING, CHEX,
THIS IS THE WRONG WA TO
GO ABOUT IT.

PAROD, L1LE!
THAT'S ALL THERE

N’

THETAMOUS\

SCENE! WHERE, YOV
KNOW, THE HUNDRED-ACRE
BEAR SEARCHING FOR THE

HONEY GETS STUCK IN

I ! A RABBIT HOLE/
‘!
-

A

BECAUSE | THINK
IT'S MORE LIKE YOU...
JUST WANTED EVERYONE

YOU LAWMERS, DOESN'T

EVERYTHING HAS TO
HAVE A HIDDEN MOTIVE FOR

""-') SHOW STARTS.
(=

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

DO ME A FAVOR AND
MAKE SURE THE SPOTLIGHTS

ARE EVENLY ILLUMINATING
EACH BUTTOCK.

THEN SHUT THEM
DOWN WHEN THE LASER

www.checkerboardnightmare.com
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LMLE, I'VE LEARNED
ON SOMETHING IN M\
Y TRAVELS.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| MUST BE HAVING A
NIGHTMARE... I'M IN SOME
KIND OF VAST, MONOLITHIC
UNDERGROUND CITYY THAT'S
LITTERED WITH SYMBOLS
OF M\ FAILURE!

AND THERE, AT THE
CENTER, AN ENORMOUS,
CRUMBLING STATUE IN
MY LIKENESS!

THE TEARS THAT FLOW
FROM ITS EYES CONTINUALLY
ERODE IT AWAY, UNTIL SOMEDAY
THERE'LL BE NAUGHT BUT WORN
STONES AMID THE SILENT
8 OF MY DREAMS.

IT'S PURE LOVE,
MY FRIEND. TAKE A BITE
AND SAVOR!

WHAT DID ALL
THIS TEACH ‘fOU?

| W%

© 2004 Kristofer Straub
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CHAPTER 5
INTO THE FUTURE

What will the future hold? Untold riches... or untold riches of disaster? Only time will tell. At least, that’s
how it used to work. In the 1970s, Moore’s Law stated that the complexity of integrated circuits relative to transistor
count doubled every 24 months. Though his law is beginning to crap out, it remains a beacon to futurists and
speculative fictioners alike.

What follows, then, is not a series of predictions, but of observations — observations about the future, from
the future’s past. So they'’re true.

In 2007, R. Steven’s Diesel Sweeties will be distributed to newspapers via United Features Syndicate. The
“clean” version of his strip will be in papers nationwide and carry his URL.

In 2007, Diesel Sweeties will be pulled from newspapers after readers visit the URL and find the “dirty”
version online.

In 2008, PP will turn ten years old. Brent and Jade will have a child, and Kurtz will degenerate the strip
into Baby Blues-style parental observational humor.

In 2009, the Checkerboard Nightmare motion picture will finally be released, after years in legal limbo. (See
page 103.)

In 2010, Penny Arcade will end. Creators Holkins and Krahulik will retire to their respective tropical islands,
St. Tycho and St. Gabriel, leaving a power vacuum in the webcomics world. Thousands of webcomics named after
keystrokes will move in to fill the void, and once the smoke clears, the only remaining gaming comics will involve
Mega Man.

In 2011, Eric Burns of Websnark will replace PBS series Masterpiece Theatre's current host Russell Baker,
who replaced Alistair Cooke. The theme song will be updated to feature Burns on two kazoos simultaneously.

In 2012, Blank Label Comics, Boxcar Comics, Dayfree Press, Dumbrella, and Modern Tales will join
forces as United Webcomics, and fight the megaconglomerate Omega Features Syndicate in high-speed cyberspace

battleskiffs I like to call “trench runners.”
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In 2020, D.J. Coffman becomes the new CEO of Platinum Studios after Scott Rosenberg’s brain retires to
a control center inside a fifty-foot-tall, orphanage-stomping robot made out of chainsaws.

In 2013, Modern Tales will pay out, to one of its artists, its first three-digit check. (The artist will be asked
to wait until Thursday to cash it.)

In 2014, Jeph Jacques of Questionable Content will run out of Internet in-jokes to put on his characters’
T-shirts, and will resort to using pictures of previous T-shirts.

In 2015, the first gaming comic will arrive that doesn’t employ a couch as a setting.

In 2016, Holkins and Krahulik will repatriate to the Arrayed States of America to become their first joint
Co-Presidents.

In 2017, Jon Rosenberg of Goats will die of radium poisoning from glow-in-the-dark Goazs-related
products. Weeks after burial, his cemetery plot will be too hot to walk on.

In 2018, R.K. Milholland’s Something Positive will draw to a close, having killed off all its characters three
years prior.

In 2019, Dinosaur Comics by Ryan North, at its native resolution, will be far too tiny to read on the 106,016
x 79,512-pixel resolution monitors of the day. It will still be enjoyed by a core group of Linux enthusiasts.

In 2021, John Allison of Scary Go Round will become Prime Minister of the United Mechakingdom, acting
as principal advisor to the metal-tentacled Queen Deathulox II.

In 2022, the lawsuit against Danielle Corsetto will be settled out of court after a series of girls-with-
slingshot-related injuries.

In 2024, Ryan Sohmer’s Least I Could Do will finally decide to settle down, and remove the condom from
the I in the logo. Nine months later, the address bar will give birth to a healthy baby boy.

In 2025, if man is still alive, if woman can survive, they will be living in Keenspot’s moon base. The city of
Cresbard, South Dakota will have been relocated there and encased in a spherical shield of pure Crosbite Omicron.
Most international airports will offer flights directly to the base, or the nearby Sea of Superosity.

Beyond man’s reckoning of time, in a region of space that can now only be characterized as pockets in
the Dirac sea of negative electrons, during the Heat Death of the known universe and beyond, the gossamer soul-
filaments of the entities known as Jerry Holkins and Mike Krahulik, now long dispersed to the churning aether,
will be called forth by Horadrael, the Final Angel, by his serpentine Horn of Eternity. Horadrael will invite them to
unite with the Infinite, and in so doing, the totality of spacetime will fold upon itself, wiping clean the existence of
all temporal things and heralding a new Era in the Lord God’s Heaven, Amen.
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The Checkerboard Nightmare Movie (2009)

f TiHE CHECKERBC
DiEHTMARE MY,

¥

[ N

Directed by:
Van Hammersly

% Writing credits:

Bob Stoddard
Genre: Comedy / Satire / Drama (more)

Tagline: Watch Out When Checkerboard
Nightmare Is There!

Plot Outline:

When Chex (Roger Holness, Jr.) ends up running a summer camp for oversexed teens, it’s up to Lyle (Nicholas
Banks) and the gang to stop a developer from turning the campgrounds into a strip club! But when a ragtag soccer
team has the big finals against the rich kids, a mystical baseball mitt... (more)

User Comments:

A pathetic attempt on the part of director Hammersly to sneak another sequel to his softcore “Boob Commandos”
series into theaters, TCNM is barely related to the webcomic at all. Chex has become a balding, lecherous...

(more)

Credited Cast:
Roger Holness, Jr.
Nicholas Banks
Tony Todd

Lou Albano

Kelly LeBrock
Richard Kline
Kimberly Kelley
Dustin Diamond

Checkerboard “Chex” Nightmare
Lyle Zebulon, Esq.

Vaporware the Dinosaur

Larry “Mooner” Moonarski
Angelique Sexton

Sex Nudist #1

Detective Kaylynn Stripp

Peeping Tom at Bra Factory
103



Paula Barbieri Doctor Nude
Andrew Koenig Richard “Boner” Stabone

Also Known As:

Boob Commando VII: Naked Soccer Commandos (UK)
Les Commandos des Seins [V (Europe)

The Gods Must Be Crazy V (Australia)

Runtime:
USA: 43 minutes

Language:
English (Cockney)

Color:
Crayovision 12

Sound Mix:
Semiphonic Right-Ear

Memorable Quotes:

Checkerboard “Chex” Nightmare: I’ll kick your balls... your soccer balls!
Vaporware the Dinosaur: Check out Mr. Moves over here. Or Mr. Balls.
Checkerboard “Chex” Nightmare: If you’ve got the moves, I’ve got the balls!

Doctor Nude: These kids have what it takes to make it! Wait, who’s that?
Peeping Tom at Bra Factory: What’s uuuuuuup??
(more)

Trivia:
* The only cast member familiar with the webcomic Checkerboard Nightmare was Lou Albano, who would
later refer to Van Hammersly as “an unconscionable charlatan” and “a human abortion.”
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* Kelly LeBrock refused to leave her trailer until Richard Kline was returned to his cage and tranquilized.

* Director Trademark: Characters emerging from collapsing tents.

* Van Hammersly demanded a pair of bare buttocks in every scene of the film. This explains the odd-
looking napkin holder in the diner scenes.

* Andrew Koenig was so excited to be returning to his 1980s TV role of “Boner” that he had his name
legally changed to “Growing Pains.”

 After his death during production, Roger Holness, Jr. was replaced by Roger Holness, Sr., who was also
dead.

* Director Trademark: Closing credits run throughout entire film.

* Director Van Hammersly fought bitterly with writer Bob Stoddard over the awkward pace of the film.
Stoddard only took the job because he was told he would be writing “an introspective exploration of the
collision between country and city life, and its parallels with the changes in young adulthood,” while
Hammersly insisted upon “a hooterfest.”

* Director Trademark: Thunderclap SFX when an overweight person takes a bite of food.

Goofs:

* Revealing mistakes: The whole film was shot on location, except for Kimberly Kelley’s erotic dream
sequence on the surface of Jupiter. This was filmed on Mars.

» Factual error: Ghosts cannot be shrunk down by pushing them through a magnifying glass.

* Incorrectly regarded as goofs: The boom microphone appears in most of the picture, but Van
Hammersly confirmed this was actually an uncredited role.

* Factual error: The number of breasts on a woman’s body does not increase with level of sexual arousal.

* Anachronism: Socrates died after ingesting hemlock, not a point-blank shotgun blast to the sternum.
His last words were “Crito, we owe a cock to Asclepius. Do pay it. Don’t forget,” not “Woofah! Keep on
blazin’it, future bro!”

* Revealing mistakes: The credits state “No horses were decapitated and hollowed out during the
production of this film,” but this is incongruous with the prop used for the time machine.

* Revealing mistakes: After the camp counselor makeout showdown, the camera pans too far left, clearly
showing the wooden support struts holding up the cardboard cabin fagade, the cardboard “World’s Tallest
Redwood,” and Tony Todd.

» Continuity: At the pie-eating contest, Doctor Nude is holding a pistol in her left hand. In the next scene,
she has contracted hepatitis.

105



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

Now with
S\ SmartDollars
technology.
Know when you're broke’*
UKE
TIED UP IN A SACK,
I'M REACHING FOR A
TWO-8'7-FOUR.

11}
e

CH
MISSED THE FIRST
PART BECAUSE OF
THE NEW ADS.

CONGRATULATIONS!!
+ YOUR TH 1,323t .
READER OF THIS PANEL

SORR'Y ABOUT
THAT! I'LL TALK A LITTLE

NOT BEING ABLE TO READ
WHAT YOU SAID TO BE

| DON'T CONSIDER >
A SMALL PRICE.

SHOOT THE CAN

GOTTA MAKE ENDS
MEET SOMEHOW! IS IT
REALLY CAUSING THAT

BlG A PROBLEM?
Q}

© 2004 Kristofer Straub
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SHOOTER!
GET DOWN/!

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

THESE ITEMS... KINDA TEARING
UP A LITTLE. | KNOW WHAT IT'S LIKE
TO HAVE MORTGAGE TROUBLE...
TO HAVE MALE PROBLEMS.

THIS IS PERFECT.
| JUST RECEIVED A SHIPMENT OF
THESE TOP-QUALITYY PRODUCTS
AT WAY BELOW COST. | GUESS
| JUST GOT LUCKT!

RTS.
HOPEFULLY I'LL SOMETIMES YOU'VE GOT
ABLE TO PASS THE SAVINGS
ONTO BUYERS.

NOWHERE TO TURN... AND
I UNDERSTAND. THAT'S WHY
I'M HOPING THESE GOODS
WILL FIND PEOPLE WHO
NEED THEM!

GOTTA SEND
THESE OUT... MAYBE THEV'LL
BE JUST WHAT SOMEONE WAS
PRAYING FOR, AT THE RIGHT
TIME IN THEIR LIVES.

I'LL BE HONEST... |

HOPE THERE ARE A FEW N3 e are
TAKERS, BECAUSE I NEED
THE MONEY TOO. eonle 100
e 2O it ) C
MEDICINES.
A _f)
b
I'M COMING, A AGE FRO 0 OR
T — ADVA 0 0 D MA
DADDY LOVES YOU
SO MUCH.

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

© 2004 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com



CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR by K

| THE TABLETOP VIXENS PANEL!

J AT A COMIC BOOK. CONVENTION/! |__ LET'S SEE...
MCCLOUD, THAT'S
WHEN DO YOU WANT TO A GIMME... OCH,
LEAVE, CHEX? I'M GETTING MIKE MIGNOLA WAS
HUNGRY. YOU KNOW, FOR HERE FRIDAY. P
IF YOU WANT TO LEARN
HANG ON, VAPORWARE, N THE SECRET OF CHEESECAKE
I'VE GOT ONE MORE PANEL TO MASQUERADING AS A HUMOR
DROP IN ON! | WANT TO SEE WHO'S STRIP, YOU COULD ATTEND
BEEN ASKED TO LECTURE ABOUT/ THE FRANK CHO PANEL.
WAIT A
SECOND!
)
£\

"SATURDAYY EVENING:

AN HOUR WITH THE MIND Sm
TABLETOP VIXENS, THE WILDLY-
POPULAR NEW COMIC.” I'VE NEVER
EVEN HEARD OF THAT! HOW COULD

IT BE WILDLYY POPULAR IF I

LETD?
%IXéN

N

)

e

]

© 2004 Kristofer Straub
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... SO IF YOU'RE
NOT FAMILIAR WITH

HA HA

QUESTION HERE —— N
I'VE ONL'{ BEEN DOING MY
STRIP SARCASTIC ASIAN CHIX
FOR THREE DAYS, AND I'M ONLY
GETTING 30,000 VISITORS A
DAY. WHAT'S WRONG? /]

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

PLEASURE'
\ su'ccess.
m /A\a\w
7 = ’-'a‘__‘.
L e

ofer Straub
LAST MONTH, THE BOOK

PUBLISHING DEAL WITH RANDOM
HOUSE FELL THROUGH, BUT LUCKILY

OMNIMID WAS WAITING TO
SNAP US UP.

w0 o001

EAH!!

EXPECT MY FIRST
COLLECTION, “"LOADED DICE:
ALL EIGHT STRIPS OF TABLETOP
VIXENS, ’:r::JlSSTOIZES COME

IT'S NOT VISITORS
THAT'S IMPORTANT, IT'S
PAGEVIEWS. HOW MANY
ARE YOU GETTING?

OHHH! MINE
ARE THROUGH THE
ROOF! THANKS FOR
ANSWERING

www.checkerboardnightmare.com
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YOU KNOW, MISTER S CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub
BUONETTI, A LOT OF PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN DOING WEBCOMICS A

M.K. BUONETTI?
THE M.K. BUONETTI WHO
DRAWS... TABLETOP
VIXENS?

Hw.o.?)

HE'S NOT IN FRONT OF A
SINGLE ONE! I'M GETTING
KIND OF WORRIED.

TS NOT LEB AN N

TO DISAPPEAR LIKE THAT —
EXCEPT EVERY TIME HE'S
DISAPPEARED. RELAX.

LYLE! IT'S VAPORWARE.
| WAS WITH CHEX HERE AT
THE “IT'S A GOOD SIZE"
COMIC EXPO, AND | CAN'T
FIND HIM ANYYWHERE!

SO WHAT? MAYBE
YOU SHOULD DITCH THE
REPRESSED HOMOSEXUAL

COMICS CREATOR WAS
DISCOVERED SAVAGED

IN A BACK ROOM.
ER, WELL — JUST

THE ONE, REALLM. AND | NEARRY, THE COPS FOUND
WASN'T PLANNING MORE. IT A LOCK OF LAVENDER HAIR,
WAS AN ACCIDENT. TWO BLACK-AND-WHITE SPANDEX
THREADS, AND A “I'M CHEX AND |
DID THIS SO READ CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE" CARD.

NEXT: CHEX... ON
A KILLING SPREE?/!

© 2004 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com © 2004 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com

“M.K. Buonetti”is an amalgam of R.K. Milholland and Michael Panel four: an attempt at Piro’s drawing style in Megatokyo.
Buonauro, two webcartoonists I respect a lot. Tubletop Vixens was
supposed to be Gamer Hotties.
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| 6OT HERE AS
FAST AS | COULD, BUT
| 6OT STOPPED BY SOME
FANS WHO THOUGHT | WAS
THE GUY FROM TEACHING
BAB'YY PARANOIA.

RD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

| DON'T KNOw, BUT
THEY'RE BOUND TO SOON!
AND YOU'RE THE ONE WHO
KNOWS CHEX BEST.

NO TIME TO CHOKE YOU.

GOTTA FIND CHEX. | THINK
HE'S IN SERIOUS TROUBLE!

YEAH, BUT THAT
DOESN'T MEAN WE TALK.
WELL, IT DOESN'T MEAN
| LISTEN, ANYWAY.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMA

CON, SAW A LOT OF PEOPLE MORE
POPULAR THAN ‘fOU, AND YOU'RE
FEELING DOWN, BUT WHAT 6GOOD

"GUY WHO WATCHED
ME TRY TO PASS OFF AN
INABILIT'YY TO DRAW
AS A STYLE."

| CERTAINLY DIDN'T
START OUT DOING WELL. IT
TAKES TIME, AND PATIENCE. AND
YOU KNOw, | SEE A LIKABLE
QUALITV IN YOU.

HI, IS THIS

YOU GOTTA PLAY PROFILER,
LYLE. HE'S A HUMAN, LIKE YOU. |
BET HE'S SLAKING SOME TEDIOUS
HUMAN NEED. IF YOU WERE CHEX,

WHERE WOULD YOU 60?7

eLLevue? PLEASE
COMMIT Me FOR
ETERNITY.

© 2004 Kristofer Straub
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YES, BUT YOU HAVE
TO PUT THE TIME IN. FOR
THE RIGHT REASONS. IT'S ABOUT
BETTERING YOURSELF, NOT JUST
COMPETING WITH EVER'YONE ELSE!
| WORKED HARD TO GET WHERE |
AM TODAY —— AND I'M FAR FROM
RESTING ON MY LAURELS. ‘YOU
GOTTA KEEP GOING.
FOR. ‘YOU.

© 2004 Kristofer Straum
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Panel one: an attempt at Chris Crosby’s drawing style in Superosity.
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LYLE PLAYS PROFILER! |

IF I WERE CHEX,
| WOULD PROBABL'Y BE
WREAKING VENGEANCE ON ANY
WEBCOMICS AND CREATORS |
SAW AS UNDESERVING OF
THEIR SUCCESS.

N\

HE COULD KILL THE
ENTIRE INTERNET/

... SO WHERE IS HE?

1 DON'T KNOw!
I'M NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS
KIND OF PLACE! DON'T YOU HAVE
SOME KIND OF TRACKING UNIT
YOU COULD USE?

| ONL\Y HAVE ONE.
AND IT'S ON YOU. IT

CLOTHES WANDERING

(

RD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

A SHOCK OF HAIR AND BAD

| DON'T KNOw, BUT WE'D
BETTER LOOK HARDER. IT'S
LOOKING PRETTY BAD FOR
HIM AT THIS POINT, AND IT'S
ONL'Yf GETTING WORSE.

THAT SAID, | WISH | KNEW
WHAT CHEX WAS UP TO.
| BET WHAT HE'S DOING IS
MORE INTERESTING THAN
US LOOKING FOR. HIM.

[ BELIEVE | WOULD LIKE

<A SPICY SPANISH S0UP. ) |

LADY, YOU MAY SEDUCE A
SPECTACULAR BOWL AT A
NOMINAL COST. PREPARE
FOR A SEXY FLAVORFEST.

1

DONE WITH Y'ALL!!

)

DAMNED LIMEYS! soupP
15 THUE ONLY TUING YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO EAT WHEN I'M

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

Panel three and four: the vector look of John Allison’s Scary Go Round.
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| CAN’T BELIEVE
YOU BLOCKEPD (T!

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

| DON'T KNOW, LMLE. I'M
THINKING THAT MAYBE CHEX
DOESN'T NEED OUR HELP

WHAT?! THIS 1S
THE WORST THING CHEX >
HAS EVER DONE!!

Al |~Ex1'.-cua<coerazso.l|

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

Panel three: Rea/ Life Comics’ Greg Dean.



CREATOR HOSTAGE. WE'VE
GOT PEOPLE TRYING TO
TALK HIM DOWN.

Kristofer Straub

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

STAY BACK! OR
I'M-A DO IT! GIM-A
SPACE!

WHY NOT, LLE?
WH\Y NOT??

I'M NOT DONE
TAKING ON MY ARCH-
RIVALS! B WHICH | MEAN

E EVER'YYBODY.

WHILE I LANGUISH IN OBSCURIT'(?
SO | CAN CONGRATULATE EVER\(-
ONE ON THEIR BOOK DEALS AND

TOYS ON

PLUSH AND LASERS
THE MOON WHILE | HAVE TO

A S0 | CAN WATCH T about &
LASH-IN-THE-PAN COMIC. : o
STRIPS ASCEND URlcs

young man.
© 2004 Kristofer Straub

Not so fast,

reinvent your
ace.

NEXT: THE ONL'YY MAN
WHO CAN STOP CHEX?

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

The guy in panels two and three is Scott Kurtz, and there’s Scott

McCloud’s avatar in panel four.

YOU 60T ME. NOwW
LIKE, HAND ME MY JAW
AND COCCYX, AND I'LL
GET OUT OF YOUR

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

Look in panel one, where the dialogue and sound effects form

NEXT: OBVIOUSL'YY CHEX
IS GUILTYY ON THIS ONE.

erboardnightmare.com

“everybody Wang Chung tonight,” only there to see if anyone would

notice.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMAR
| DON'T EVEN SEE

WHY ATTEMPTED MURDER. IS
EVEN A THING. PEOPLE A
TO DO THINGS ALL THE TIME, BUT
THAT DOESN'T MEAN THEY'RE
GUILTY OF IT!

| DON'T CARE N
WHO OU ARE, OU DO
NOT SWAT A GUY IN THE
MICROPAYMENTS.

THAT THING WAS POSSESSED,
TOO. I'M SERIOUS. LIKE
EXCALIBUR.

THAT'S TRLUE...
WHY PROSECUTE
SOMETHING THAT DIDN'T
7 HMMM....

PPEN

© 2004 Kristofer Straub
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WELL, LISTEN UP,
BECAUSE I'M ONLYY GOING
TO SAY IT ONCE.

COMING! | 6OT THE
IMPRESSION LYLE WAS
UNIMPRESSED WITH MY
"DON'T 60 TO JAIL FOR

SOME LAWMYERS HAVE
LIMITS, | GUESS.

DOES THE GUILTY
HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY
FOR. HIMSELF?

HEY LYLE! | JUST
INVENTED A FISH SANDWICH
OU CAN PLE aliz

! DIN'T DO
NOTHING! !

© 2004 Kristofer Straub www.checkerboardnightmare.com

Obviously, Kids’WB’s Freakazoid, whom Chex always drew a lot of

comparisons to.



YOU SEE, I'M A
REVI FROM TIME
TO TIME, I'LL BE REVIEWING
WHAT'S IN! WHAT'S HOT!
AND WHAT YOU GET
TO GOTTA 60T.

ABOUT SOME GUY, TALKING
OCCASIONALLY.

NOW, ORDINARILY
| WOULD SAY, "HALLMARKS
OF A GOOD MOVIE." BUT IT'S
LIKE... | MEAN, | GUESS IF ‘fOU
HATE COLOR, GO FOR
IT. | MEAN...

IF THAT'S
YOUR. THING.
LOSERS.

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

IN THIS EDITION,
I'M GOING TO TALK ABOUT
A MOVIE THE FILM INDUSTR
CONSIDERS A CLASSIC —
CITIZEN KANE.

NOw, BEAR IN
MIND THAT BLACK AND
WHITE FILMS AREN'T REALLY
MY BAG, BUT | FIGURE ‘YOU
DESERVE M1 OPINION,
SO HERE GOES!

ANYWAY, BE HERE
NEXT TIME WHEN | EXAMINE,
IN DEPTH, THE WORKS
OF MONET.

... ACTUALLY,
DON'T BOTHER WITH
NEXT TIME. PAINTINGS
ARE STUPID.

BROUGHT TO ‘fOU
BY COMIXPEDIA!

www.checkerboardnightmare.com

Chex would appear in front of his fireplace half a dozen times over

the course of the strip.

CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

YOU KNOw, A LOT

OF PEOPLE ASK MY OPINION

ON WEBCOMICS. WELL, THAT'S

WHY I'VE GATHERED A COUPLE

OF M\ FRIENDS TO TALK
ABOUT THE

IT'S A GROWTH
INDUSTRY, REALL\! MORE

AND MORE STRIPS ARE BEING
NOTICED BY LARGER AUDIENCES

AND EVEN SYYNDICATES!
WE'RE ENTERING
A BOOM!

HELP WEBCOMICS IN
GENERAL!

© 2004 Kristofer Straub

Panel one: a character from Tauhid Bondia’s Spells and Whistles, and

Clango from R. Stevens’ Diesel Sweeties.

www.checkerboardnightmare.com
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MAKE YOUR OWN
M. NIGHT SHYAMALAN
7— HE I L L EE PROVEN WITH SCIENCE

BY YOUR PAL, CHEX
TAKE ONE ELEMENT FROM EACH COLUMN
7O CREATE VYOUR ONN INCREASINGLY-PREDICT ABLE
PSYCHOLOBICAL THRILLER THAT CRITICS STILL COMPARE
T O HITCHCOCK BECAUSE THEY HAVEN'T SEEN A 00D
MOVIE IN SEVERAL DECADES)!

¥ Cotumw 4 THe STAR €3 ooLumn B CO-STAR
coLumn 8 CO-STAR

BRUCE WILLIS
JOAQUIN PHOENIX JOAQUIN PHOENIX

HALEY JOEL OoSMENT
OPIE'S DAUGHT ER ly, coLumn D: WW’;;
THEY HAVE T2 PO

c’owm/ 0 PLoT HooK
e CAUTIOUSLY INVESTIGATE

BHOSTS
MONSTERS

@ poLumn E: LE -
s cowrl 2 S THE
e pigeos o WHoEVER vﬁgvggousur oLy THE STA
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GET READY FOR
A TOTALLY ORIGINAL
FOR. THE INTERNET
—— THE FIRST WEBCOMIC I'VE ASSEMBLED
REALITY A RAGTAG CREW OF FIVE
TOTALLY A

SHOW!
WEBCOMIC. CHARACTERS, FROM  AND WE'LL ALL

BE STAYING IN THE
SAME HOUSE!

CHECKERBOARD
N:(GHTMARE
eenspot,
( pot) "I

MY AWSO,

DOE HARTTAIL
DOE HARTTAIL,

y YIFF CITY
PKSYCHIC PI.
(Keenspace) HEXAGO

SIDES OF INFINITY
e ﬂ
’ﬂ ‘

IE LIFE
\

WE'LL HAVE
TO LIVE IN THE SAME
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EVEREBODY MAKE SURE IT'S SOMETHING THAT'S
WHO'S ANTBODY Knows THAT \ l| BEEN PARODIED BEFORE, AND BEEN
CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE

DOES A LOT OF PARODIES.

BUT WHAT THEY GUYS, I'M GONNA
DON'T KNOW S, WE INVITE ON REALITY TV!
YOU TO CREATE ‘YOUR OWN
PARODIES AND SATIRES! HERE'S
A QUICK GUIDE TO GETTING
STARTED!

BEHIND THAT!

CHANGE THE NAME OF
EVERYTHING BY MAKING
PUNS AT THE LEVEL OF
A FART JOKE.

ALL CHARACTERS SHOULD SPEAK
ONLY IN EXPOSITORY STATEMENTS
SAYING HOW DUMB THEY ARE.
THAT'S CALLED "SCATHING.”

EXAMPLES: "CHECKERBUTT
POOPMARE, " "BEN ASSFLECK
AND JENNIFER DOPE-PEZ,"
“INDIANA BLECCH AND THE
TEMPLE OF FART."

I'M CHECKERBOARD
NIGHTMARE! | AM SO STUPID
THAT I'M GOING TO COME UP
WITH THIS LAME SCHEME
FOR JERKS!

YOU'RE REALLY
LAME, YOU KNOW THAT?
YOU DON'T EVEN KNOwW

| DON'T
EVEN KNOW IT! FART
NOISE!

g [
‘( R , -nl R
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HOLY $#!(+!! YOU
JUST CUT TO THE CORE
OF EVERYYTHING!

' AND | KNOW IT ‘
SOUNDS LIKE I'M BEING

SARCASTIC, BUT THAT'S ALWAYS
BEEN MY BELIEF TOO! | CAN'T WAIT
TO GET PICKED UP B84 A SYNDICATE
AND SAY SAYONARA TO THE

[/ ET AMA

THIS THING 1S
STARTING TO BOTHER
ME, THOUGH.
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Wiley’s newspaper strip Non Sequitur never was a favorite of mine.
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Kristofer Straub

YOU KNOw, A LOT
OF PEOPLE ASK MY OPINION
ON WEBCOMICS. WELL, THAT'S
WHY I'VE GATHERED A COUPLE
OF MY FRIENDS TO TALK

AND MORE STRIPS ARE BEING
NOTICED B\ LARGER AUDIENCES
AND EVEN S'YNDICATES!
WE'RE ENTERING

600D FOR THE OTHER KIND
OF GOOSE! IF ONE WEBCOMIC
IS MORE VISIBLE, IT CAN ONLY

HELP WEBCOMICS IN
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Yeah, this book said it — and you just read it.

Checkerboard Nightmare comes to passé print
torm in A Brief History of Webcomics. It’s over 160
strips of Chex, the internet’s most irrepressible
egomaniac, his faithful lawyer Lyle, and robot
pal Vaporware. No attempt at fame is too
shameless, no copyright is too protected!

Also inside, you'll find a world-renowned look
at the rapidly-growing world of online comics.
In-depth interviews, intense looks at upcoming
artists, and detailed examinations of shifting
business models — all those may appear in a
later edition.

If you like web comics and don’t mind Meta, I'd definitely
recommend Checkerboard Nightmare.
— Rebecca Henely, Sequential Tart

One of the best satirical strips in webcomics. Also, there is a
robot who chokes lawyers.
— Eric Burns, Websnark

Read Checkerboard Nightmare.
— Checkerboard Nightmare, Checkerboard Nightmare

www.checkerboardnightmare.com
Original content © 2007 Kristofer Straub
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